| "Twas Right to Marry him; 
OS, FL 
HISTORY 
OF 


Mis PETWORTH. 


FOOL © 


"Twas Right to Marry him; 
OR, THE 


HISTORY 


OF 


Miſs P ETWORTH. 


IN TWO VOLUMES, 


VOL. u. 


— 


LONDON: 


Primed for F. and J, None, at their reſpeRtive Circulating 


Libraries near Middle-Row, Holborn, aud $t, Maria's 
Con ads Leiehurofquare, 


MUCGCLAXIV, 


"Twas Right to Marry him; 
d, the HISTORY of 


Mis PETWORTH. 


LETTER XLN. 
Mr. Syn to Lord Haurron. 


HAT a dear, amiable creature 
is my Kiny ! I called upon her 
this morning when you was from home, 
and found her actually weeping over a 
letter ſhe had juſt received from Miſs 
 Petworth, She is much too ſevere upon 
that which Mile Percy wrote to her, in 

Vos, II 3 favour 
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favour of Euſton's n of Pri- 
- deals inſblence. I coutd not bear 
the ſight of my Kitty in diſtreſs, and 
made uſe of every ſoothing art to alle- 
viate her ſorrow, and to render her ſa- 
tisfied with what ſhe had done; aſſuring 
be diſapproved of by any perſon, un- 
prejudiced by an inveterate diſlike, 
* But ſuppoſing Miſs Percy did ſpeak 
too warmly in behalf of Euſton,” 
continued I, it is excuſable, as it 
* could only piicend from 8 great 
« ſweetneſs of temper, from an exceſs 
of benevolence which inclined her 
* to with to contribute as much as 


222 
* individual,” 


She lified up her eyes, while 
I ſpoke, with a returning Thearfulne(s 
in them, which gave me infinite plea- 


lure, 
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will declare that love and reaſon are in- 


compatible, and that the man who fits 
down calmly to converſe with his miſ- 
treſs, as his beſt and deareſt friend, 
without propoſing continually to carry 
her to ſome of the public places, merely 


to be ſtared at, and to ſhew her conſe- 


quence, is a wretch not worthy of any 
woman's notice, Kitty is, happily for 
me, of a very different diſpoſition ;'I 
never, indeed, met with a young per- 
ſon of her ſex with ſo thorough a reliſh 
for domeſtic enjoyments ; with ſuch a 
woman alone can I taſte felicity, I 
have, it is true, for ſome time, de- 
{paired of finding Miſs Percy diſpoſed 
to receive me in the light in which '1 
wiſh to be looked, but I think I have 
now reaſon to hope that I am no longer 
W 
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When I dropped a hint of this fort 
to day, ſhe replied, « How could you 
ever ſuppoſe that I thought you diſ- 
** agreeable, Mr, Selwyn ?” 


Well, my dear Miſs Percy, I will 
allo that you never thought me diſa- 
* greeable ; but was it not poſſible for 
you to think ſome other perſon more 
« agreeable ?” 


A roſy bluſh overſpread her fair face--- 

ſhe covered it with her hand till the glow 
began to ſubſide, and then ſaid, . Bur 
* why, becauſe I was not quite ready 
* to agree to every thing you aſked, 
«* why muſt you imagine I prefer any 
* other perſon to you # Cannot women 
be ſuppoſed to like a ſingleftate hetict 
* than any other?“ 


* Such, 
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« Such a ſtatc is fo unnatural, that---" 


Well then,” 922 
ing me, and ftill bluſhing, make 
* ſome allowance for us, and attribute 


our not being eager to enter into a 
* ſtate which muſt be allowed to be full 
* of uncertainty, to the delicacy of our 
+ ſenſations, and the alarms occaſioned 
by our apprehenſions. And pray tell 
nme, where is the man or woman, who 
being perfectly contented, would be 
% thought diſcreet, by changing a ſirua- 
tion certainly happy, for a doubtful 


* one ?” 


What a pretty way of talking! 1 
could not help preſſing her to my bo- 
ſom, and 1 thought that ſhe did not 
ſhew ſo much repugnance to the effu- 
lions of my fond heart, as ſhe diſcovered 
before, If ſhe can be brought, at laſt, 

By 10 
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to feel as much tenderneſs for me as 1 
feel for ber, I ſhall be the happieſt of 
men, as I never yet met with a woman ſo 
entirely to my taſte. There are, indeed, 
but very few women exiſting (I may 
ventuze to ſay) with whom I could be 
happy. My taſte is like yours, my 
Lord, fo oppoſite to the faſhionable 
ſtyle of living, that I am afraid there 
are not many women who would con- 
form to it, or who could, I may add, 
conform to it: and even ſome of choſe 
might, perhaps, be extremely diſagree- 
able to me, Kitty, on the other hand, 
is every thing I can wiſh for, in perſon 
and temper---How greatly am I obliged 
to your Lordſhip for inviting me fo 
early 10 fee her! for giving me every 
A 
I am 
your Lordſhip's moſt ſaitliſul 


SLLWYN, 


P,$ 
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P. S. Miſs Percy is going to try to 
prevail on Miſs Petworth to forgive 


her for what cannot fairly be ſaid to 


merit pardon, However, ſhe can- 
not be eaſy till ſhe and her friend are 


LETTSR XLV. 
Miſs PeTworTH to Miſs Percy, 


that we are going to Peterſham for 
a few days, Mr, Edwards cannot be 
weaned from his retreat; he has afſured 
Mrs, Buller and me that he ſhall be 
much happier there with our company, 


He is ſo good natured, that it is almoſt 
impoſſible to refuſe him any thing, 1 
think, indeed, chat, ſetting one ſub. 
| To ſtant ia 


HAVE but juſt leiſure to tell you 


EEE Cee ae 


— 8 * — ppp7«§7,ßꝗié«7 eee , 1 a 


10 Tas HISTORY or 
how to deny him even my band, ſhould 
he aſk me for it: but there muſt ever be 
an unſurmountable bar to the future 


happincis of your 


Fizz —— 


LETTER Mv. 


Des Warren ener 


188 Percy has been fo obliging 
as to let me fee a lauer from 


peruſal of this letter has made me half 
frantic ; for ſhe declares in it that ſhe 


there 


would give her hand to Edwards, was 
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there not an unſurmountable bar ta her 
future felicity, 
Heavens! What can ſhe mean ? 


Surely ſhe does not think herſelf une 
happy becauſe ſhe has pot Edwards! 


I ſhall go diſtrated! but it cannot be 
— She might, certainly, marry Edwards 
immediately if ſhe choſe it What in the 
name of fortune can hinder her ? Here 
is ſome myſtery which I cannot un- 
ravel—lt is inexplicable, I will, how- 
ever, leave nothing undone to come at 
a ſolution of it, I actually believe that 
the anxiety I endure will ſoon remove 
me out of the world No matter how 
ſoon I am out of it; I have been ſome 
time quite weary of exiſtence, Tortur- 
ed as I am in my mind, and labouring 
under a ſevere indiſpoſition, in conſe- 
B 6 quence 


LETTER XLVI 
Miſs Pracy to Miſs Prrwon vn. 


28982 
my dear Hebe, and without my 
ſpeaking to you, as I had « thouſand 
things to ſay to you, many of which 1 


ſhould 
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ſhould not chuſe to write, ſuppoſing 1 
had leiſure, But there is ſomething 
very material with which I muſt acquaint 
you, leſt you ſhould hear it from any 
other quarter, and accuſe me of inſin- 
cerity ; a charge I do not deſerve, how- 
ever guilty you may think me of other 
* faults, You will chide me, I imagine, 
but I cannot help confeſſing that 1 read 
your laſt letter to Mr, Euſton, becauſe 
he was ſo uncaſy about Mr, Edwards; 
and becauſe I thought, by that means, 
to make him more compoſed, I really 
was, and am till afraid that his an- 
xiety upon your account, will be at- 


ſurely, Hebe, you cannot be angry 
with me for doing every thing in my 
power to comfort him, as he is now 
actually an objet of pity, Let if 1 
am 
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am wrong, I am forry for it, and ſubs 
mit to your better judgment. 


You are not gone, I hope, to ſhut 
yourſelf up long with Mr. Edwards; 
eſpecially ſo early in the ſpring ; for 
though nobody is a greater admirer of 
the country than I am, yet I think it 
not warm enough to leave London: 
and you was formerly of the ſame opi- 
nion. I wiſh you were ſo at preſent, as 
I do not like your being at ſuch a di- 
ance from . : 

your affectionate 
C. Prev. 


LET. 
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LETTER XLVIIL 


Miſs Prrwon rn to Miss Percy, 


OV are an incorrigible girl, Kitty: 
all my talking to you ſignifies no- 
thing, I have a great mind to be very 
angry withyou, only I think I ſhall throw 
away my time ; I will, therefore, let you 
alone and talk about myſelf. I believe, 
indeed, that you are not principally in 
fault in this affair: the two gentlemen 
who have ſo much influence over you, 
are more blameable, I think I read 
Lord Hampton and Mr, Sclwyn in 
every line, It is not at all ſurpriſing, 
however, that men ſhould ſtand by each 
other; though they may be extremely 
in 


16 Taz HISTORY or 

in the wrong, they will certainly enter 
into a combination againſt women; ſo 
take care of yourſelf, Kitty, I ſhall not 
imagine you are ſafe till you are mar- 
ried to Mr. Selwyn, and then he will 
not act prudently if he does not take 
particular care of you, as you are not 
able to take care of yourſelf, For my 
own part, though there may be the 
greateſt objections to my marrying one 
. none to my marry- 


My 0 LE r. 
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LETTER XLIX. 
Miſs Pzxcy to Miſs PETwonrn. 


HAT a ſhort, and almoſt angry 
letter was your laſt, my dear 
Hebe] Yet | will not take any thing 
amiſs of my friend--I may have de- 
anger, 1 therefore continue to write, 
and hope ſhe will not deprive me of the 
pleaſure of her correſpondence, if I can- 
not have that of her company. 


4 

wich you were in town now, my 
dear, and willing to be of our party 
We are 10 go to the maſqued ball to- 
morrow, Lady Hampton condeſcends 
io take me under her care, though I be- 
lic ve 


18 Tis HISTORY or 

lieve Mr. Selwyn will be my protector. 
My Lord is to go alſo, and Mrs. Bru- 
denel. My drefs, at his Lordſhip's de- 
lire, is to be a quaker's; Mr. Selwyn 
highly approves of it, and, ſlatteringly, 
tells me that I want no ornaments to 
ſet me off, The gentlemen are both to 
be in dominos, and ©, I fancy, h my 
Lady and Mrs, Brudencl. I had not 
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was ſo. I have a notion, however, that 
I ſhall not be fond of this diverſion, 
and am quite indifferent about going to 
it: but as it is determined, I ſhall be 
ſubmiſſive ; though | ſhould be far more 
pleaſed to have my dear Hebe with me. 
Could you nat prevail upon Mrs. Bul- 
ler and Mr. Edwards to come to town, 
and accompany you ? We might then 
meet, and our meeting would conſider- 
ably increaſe my pleaſure: but if you 
ſhould come, I hope you will let me 
know what dreſs you intend to appear 
in, or 1 ſhall not be able to find you 
out, Write to me immediately, there- 
fore, and believe me 
ever your affectionate 
C. Pzxcy, 


La 
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LETTER I. 


From the sazis to the $ams. 
AYP ſo you would not come to 
the ball, Hebe? nor write to let 
no? I do not know if you would have 
been diverted ; I was not at all diverted 


myſelf; I was only embarraſſed and 


perplexed by a gipſey who followed 
me from place to place the firſt part 
of the evening, and inſiſted upon telling 
me my fortune; but when Mr, Euſton, 
who was there too, aſked her to look 
on bis hand, ſhe refuſed him for a great 
while cannot tell, indeed, whether 
he complied, at laſt, with his requeſt, 
though 
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though he preſſed her exceedingly. How- 
ever, ſhe told me ſuch things, ſuch truths 
too, that ſhe put me quite out of coun- 
tenance. She told me that I was going 
to marry one man though I was in love 


wyn—Gueſs how I looked, I felt my 
face as red as fire, for I could not 
help thinking that Lord Hampton ſaw ? 
me through my maſk. I trembled like a 
leaf—he kindly ſupported me with his 
tion at being talked to in this manner by 
a perſon who was a ſtranger to me, he 
laughed at my awkward diſtreſs, and 
aid that neither Selwyn nor any body 
elle would believe her, I did not like 
10 be expoled fo, and by a perſon 1 
knew nothing I do not like any 
» diſguile: io Jitle, indeed, did I con- 


form 


with another. This ſpeech was made * 


but neither of them ſeemed to be ſorry 
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form to the cuſtoms of the place, that 
I had my maſk in my hand a great part 
obliged me to wear it but the ſtaring of 
the men, who were really 


of putting it on, though almoſt 
> + fork pau. rn. 2 
crowd, and by being ſo much looked 
at, I was exceedingly glad when we 
went home ; when 1 had got rid of my 
troubleſome gipſey, and left the reſt of 
the company behind me, I believe, 
however, that I obliged both my Lord 
and Mr, Selwyn to go home ſooner on 
my account than was agreeable to them: 


ich maſque- 
at my not being enchanted w {que 
rades, Mr, Selwyn appeared quite in 
raptures at my indifference about them, 
at my declared diſlike to them, _ 


ſo imperti- 
nent ſometimes, that I was under a ne- 


| | — cv =27 
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and my Lord looked as if he never had 
been ſo well pleaſed with me. He told me 
that I became my dreſs, I replied, It 
* is no wonder, my Lord, as you choſe 
« it yourſelf,” He bowed and ſaid, 
4] am extremely obliged to you, Miſs 
* Percy, for your good opinion of my 
* taſte,” How flattering is a compli- 
ment from hm] How delightful is it 
to be commended by the man who ap- 
pears to us in the moſt engaging light 
Mr. Selwyn laid a hundred fine things, 
| mention Mr, Selwyn, as I know you 
think I ought to take notice of bim 
as well as my Lord. but I cannot write 
an more, Do come and hear the reſt 


| your very ſincere 
"OE . Pzrcy, 


LET- 
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LETTER II. 


Mr. Evsron to Sir WAL TIN CARE. 


11 the maſqued ball, 
and, by turns, as happy and as mi- 
ſerable a man as I have been at any 
nod of my life, 


Having, for ſome time paſt, made 


it my buſineſs to watch Miſs Petworth's 


motions, I diſcovered that ſhe and her 
two friends deſigned going to the Pau. 
lan. My next buſineſs was to learn 
in what dreſs ſhe was to appear, and I 


heard it was that of gipley, I then 


went thither in a domino; but taking 
no great pains to conceal myſelf, and 
being 


A. 1 1 a F WY rt 
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being in Lord Hampton's party, when 
I arrived there, ſhe found me out, and 
refuſed to look in my hand, though ſhe 
had been both ſevere and witty in the 
examination of the palms of her ac- 
quaintance, Upon this, I withdrew, 
and changing my dreſs to that of a 
ſultan, returned, I then found an op- 
portunity to engage her as a partner 
for the evening, 1 think I never heard 
more good things ſaid by any maſk in 
my life, and all in the character of a 


man whom the had ſo tudioully avoid- 
ed, ſhe gave a looſe to her pleaſantry, 


which entertaining beyond expreſ- 
lion, me to be 
the evening, and to 
c 


was 
She 
whole 
Vor, IL 
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near her 
lead her 
among 
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accquitted herſelf in a manner abſolute- 
ly enchanting. Had I had not been 
in love with her before, I ſhould have 
been diſtractedly ſo at that time. But 
to what purpoſe have I enjoyed fo 
much happineſs? The moment ſhe 
knows that 7 was the perſon with whom 
ſhe ſeemed to be entertained, ſhe will 
repent of every kind of politeneſs ſhe 
ſhewed me, and even hate herſelf for 
having treated me with common civility, 
I am of opinion, however, that ſhe can- 
not be going to be married to Edwards 
it the is, her leaving him for almoſt che 
whole night, and attaching herſelf to 
me entirely, as ſoon as I had changed my 
dreſs, was odd, She cannot, it is plain, 
I think, feel any kind of averſion to my 
perſon or to my converſation; it can on- 
ly be the ,j« wy Mikoviour 

10 
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to her while we were at the inn, which 
has ſet her ſo much againſt me. For 
that behaviour I have ſincerely repented ; 
yet ſhe will not be brought to hear of 
me, knowing me to be Euſton, though 
ſhe ſeemed to liſten to me with plea- 
ſure, even with eagerneſs, while ſhe was 
ignorant of my name. How whim- 
ſically, as well as diſagreeabiy, am I ſi- 
tuated, to be certain that neither my per- 
fon, nor my preſent behaviour is offen- 
five! Far othewiſe : yet were ſhe to real- 
ly love me, ſhe would, I believe, rather 
die than conſent to make cither me or 
hericlf happy, 


Kitty Perey, in her quaker's gown 


lictle toad you ever ſaw, She is the beſt 


* v4, ab Sonatas 
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could never ſupply the place of her 

friend Hebe, in the heart of 
your 


E. EvsTton, 


LETTER In. 
Miſs PzTworxTH to Miſs Pzxcy, 


OUR curioſity ſhall be gratified 
immediately, Kitty; J was, my- 
ſelf, the tormenting gipſey whom you 
complained of ſo much, who teazed 
you ſo much at the Pantheon, Can you, 
in return, tell me who the charming 
ſultan was, ſo cloſe to me all the night ? 
To ſay the truth, Kitty, were it poſ- 
ſible for me to think ſeriouſly about any 
man, I ſhould think of him : ſo caly, 
ſo graceful a figure—lo fine se in 

dancing 


* 
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dancing ſo much true politeneſs in his 
manner—His converſation, my dear 
girl, was quite enchanting—Never, in 
my whole life, did I paſs my time more 
agreeably ; the hours flew away imper- 
ceptibly. When the moment of ſepara- 
tion arrived, I felt myſelf actually un- 
willing to go home; I was really ſorry 
to leave a place where I had not expect- 
ed to meet with any pleaſure, and to 
which I went, merely to oblige Mrs, Bul- 
ler, who had taken a ſudden fancy to 
go to it, When I found, indeed, that I 
could not eaſily avoid going, I thought 
of making the ſcheme as agreeable to 
me as poſſible, and imagined that in 
the character of a gipſey, I ſhould have 
the beſt opportunity to amuſe myſclf by 
aſking queſtions, When I was in that 
tempting ſituation, I could not reſiſt 
the deligg I felt to divert myſelf with 
you, my dear Kitty, I fincercly aſk your 

C3 pardon ; 
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pardon ; you did not, indeed, deſerve my 
tealing behaviour, for you never looked 
ſo pretty in your life, and had you not 
permitted a certain gentleman to be of 
your party, I ſhould ſay you never look- 
ed half ſo good. There was a modeſty, 
an innocence in your countenance, which 
diſcovered the gcn.lefſt, the beſt heart in 
the world : but how you, with ſo excel- 
lent a heart can believe every thing 


which Euſton ſays, and think him in 
the right to expe& to be forgiven, I can- 


Wiſhing that you may not fee your 
error too late, I remain, 
yours moſt affeftionately 


Ir — 


9. 6. Don't forget to ind our ty Ae 
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LETTER III. 


Epwanxp Evsron, Eſq. to 
Sin WALTER CARE y, Bart, 


AM almoſt tranſported out of my 
ſenſes. Hebe, the divine Hebe, is 
really charmed with me ; that is, with- 
out believing the /ul/an to be Euſton, 


I told you, that I thought ſhe ſeemed 
uncommonly pleaſed with my company 
at the maſked ball, As I earneſtly wiſh- 
ed for a confirmation of the happineſs 
which I enjoyed that night, I went to 
Lord Hampton's, 


1 found MiG Percy writing to her 


friend, whom I expected every minute: 
C4 but 
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but ſhe did not come. I therefore re- 
turned the next day. 


I then found her reading a letter ſhe 
had received from Miſs Petworth to my 
my Lord and Mr, Selwyn, 


She was going to put her letter into 
her pocket, but my Lord ſtopped her. 
only read part of it to him; there 
* can be no harm in his hearing what 
« ſhe ſays of the ſultan, with whom ſhe 
* danced,” 


Kitty coloured, and appeared loth 
to comply, Wild with impatience, I 
then flew to her, and at her knees in- 
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* Pſhaw l get up, Mr. Euſton,” re- 
plied ſne, why ſhould you be ſo de- 
« firous of hearing that Miſs Petworth 
t has taken a fort of fancy to another 
« gentleman ?” 


«© That is not true, Kitty,” ſaid my 
Lord. 


« Yes, indeed,” cried ſhe, © as Miſs 
« Petworth did not in the leaſt ſuppoſe 
« that the ſultan was Mr. Euſton,” 


„Has ſhe then writ about me? 
About the ſultan, I mean ? Dear Miſs 
« Percy, pray tell me— I cannot live 
« without hearing every particular relat- 
ing to my charming Hebe.“ 


There,“ ſaid my Lord, laugh- 
ay "ou; you may as well 


Cs * ſhew 
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« ſhew him the letter now, as he gueſſes 
every word in it.” 


while I remained in my ſupplicating at- 
titude, and Mr. Selwyn, without en- 
deavouring to bias her one way or the 
other, hung over her enamoured. To 
lin the amiable Gil, at laſt appealed: 


n -— 


* ters?” 


Gai eb een 
* but here was no fecrecy enjoined; 
ns I really think that the diſcover- 
„ing Miſs Petworth's preference of 
« Mr, Euſton, were it not for the im- 


« Indeed, my Lord, I muſt not,) 
anſwered ſhe, with an embarraſied air, 


* „ %  »w =» '» 


Is it right now, Mr. Selwyn, to 
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* that tho” ſhe likes the man ſhe diſlikes 
« his behaviour; and were women in 
« general, to make ſuch a diſtinction 
* oftner, men would be deterred from 
taking the unwarrantable hberties they 
* too frequently do.“ 


Ay, come, read it to him, Kitty, 
ſaid my Lord ; * it will only make him 
1 regret his A 


Ido moſt ſeelingly repent of it, my 
Lord,“ ſaid I, “and am very ready 
to make all the reparation for it in my 
„power. Your Lordſhip, Mr. Selwyn, 
« Miſs Percy, all know that I languiſh 
« with the moſt anxious deſire, with the 
e moſt eager impatience, for an oppor- 
% tunity to verify the truth of this aſſer- 
8 By feging Miſs Petwortlr's lens + 

C6 * timents, 
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In ſhort, I pleaded ſo hard, that at 
laſt Miſs Percy indulged me, by reading 
letter to me; 


if I was not in raptures at the hearing 
myſelf mentioned in fo f 
flattering a manner: ſurely, after ſuch 
a confeſſion the cannot ill continue to 
be inexorable, when ſhe comes to 
that 1 am the very man whom the has 

honoured 
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- konoured with ſo many marks of her 
approbation. Still however I am afraid 
that ſhe will reject me, if I make any 
new attempts towards a reconcilement. 


I am now exceedingly diſtreſſed how 
to act, and wiſh for your opinion, as 
, dare... ox 
to play. 


I] am yours moſt ſincerely, but never 
more embarraſſed in my life, 
| E. Es rom. 


P. S We heve concluded upon Miſe 
Percy's telling her friend that I was 
the ſultan, in queſtion, 


LET: 
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2 


LETTER Ly, 


Miſs PzTworTy to Miſs Pzzcy. 
4 99153 VIM it 


Hampton's, but you was gone to Mrs, 
Brudenel's, and I had not leiſure to call = 


We haue an addition to our ſociety 
here, by the arrival of Coloncl Fane: 1 
lometimes ſuſpect him to: be the fan 
who pleaſed i ſo much at the maſked 
ball. He greatly reſembles, in ſhape, 


lire, and air, that moſt ; and I think he 
converles pretty nearly in the ſame en- 


Being 
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gaging manner. I never ſaw him dance; 
but if he is as well verſed in the practical 
part, as he ſeems to be in the theory, he 
muſt be the man, He owns that he 
was there, in a Spaniſh dreſs, but is fi- 
lent as to what paſſed; and you know 
| cannot aſk particulars, I cannot aſk 
the evening, I am ſuc he is now fo, 
8248 


Wo eben G e 
here, We only want an admirer for 
Mrs. Buller, She has, undoubtedly, 
many admirers, but I mean one quite 
_ She is fill young, 
and handſome, and having been mar- 
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you have ſeen of her, and were you to 
know more of her, you would like her 
more. Young as ſhe is, ſhe has an in- 
finite deal of diſcretion, and a fund of 
entertainment, with which none, but 
thoſe who very, intimately converſe with 
her, are acquainted, 


We are now going to Cobham, in two 
poſt-chaiſes: Mr, Edwards and I in 
one ; Mrs. Buller and Colonel Fane in 
the other; thoufh I ſee by his eyes, he 
bad enthey bo dy "ay de. Am I not 
vain? It would make any 
woman fo, to ſee herſelf preferred 0 
Mrs, Buller. 


I think Imad more of my Lord than 
of Mr, Selwyn in your letters, Indeed 
—— 1 iro Butter fats 


Selwyn, 


Miss PETWORTH. 4 
Selwyn, and that there is not a moreplea- 
ſing, a more worthy man in the world. 
She alſo told me a little piece of ſecret hi- 
ſtory. Her father, it ſeems, and Mr. Sel- 
wyn's father, had deſigned chem for each 
other, but the young people never met; 
and Mr, Buller ſeeing her, while Mr. Sel- 
wyn was making the tour of Europe, of- 
fered ſuch advantageous propoſals to her 
father, that he immcdiately cloſed with 
them. By that proceeding ſhe was in- 
jured in every ſhape, deprived of the 
moſt amiable man in the world, and 
married to one quite the reverſe, He 
lived but three years indeed with her; 
yet being of a very extravagant turn, 
he was not able to leave his widow a 
lar e fortune; a trifle, compared with 
what ſhe might rationally enough have 
expected, as ſhe was obliged, in a man- 
ner, to give up a conſiderable 


part of 
her 
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her jointure : that is, ſhe choſe to relin- 
quiſh it, to ſave her huſband from utter 
ruin, and in hopes of reclaiming him : 
but there are ſome men, Kitty, never to 
be reclaimed. Buller was one of them, 
I 5nd, IT wiſh Mrs. Buller had been 
married to Sclwyn, and then he would 
lee the difference between the behaviour 
of the woman he now loves, and the 
woman to whom he ua, to be mar- 
ried. Do not miſtake me, my dear; I 
don't by any means, intend to leſſen 
you I ſpeak only with regard to Mr. 
Selwyn, whom you do not, I fear, ſuf- 
ficiently love yer, to be happy. With 
him, I fancy, Mrs, Buller could be hap- 
y, without any love at all on 48 ſide. 
However, as ſhe never made ſuch a de- 
claration, I may be miſtaken, I cannot, 
indeed, tell how I came to ſay any thing 
about it; and I beg that what 1 = 
y 


n WEHaFSTS 
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ſaid may he locked up in your own 


brealt, 
I am 
yours very affectionately, 
Hupz PzTwokTtu, 


LETTER LY. 
Miſs Pexcy to Miſs PerworTau, 


AM exceedingly ſorry that I happen- 
ed to be out the day you called on 
me, my dear Hebe, as I had a great 
deal to ſay to you: but I hope what I 
am now going to write, will be as much 


to the purpoſe as if I had taiked to you 
an hour or two, I cannot, in the leaſt, 
tell whether you are miſtaken about Mrs, 
Buller, but I am ſure you are extremely 
ſo with regard to your Colonel Fane, 

ts 
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favourably received, he wiſhes very car- 
2617 for an opportunity to be near you 
in 2 leis public way; he wiſhes to 
himſelf at : 


ner as to prejudice you ſo ſtrongly againſt 
I am pretty ſure, he will never be hap- 
EV, unleſs you receive him upon the ſame 


perhaps, 
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perhaps, becomingly, intereſt myſelf: 


but as I not only hear it often mentioned, 
as I am preſſed to ſay every thing that 
can be ſaid to Mr. Euſton, as I am alſo 
ſenſible—if there is any dependence on 
appearances—that he is really miſerable 
at your perſiſting to reject him, and that 
he will never deſignedly offend you again, 


I ſhould be aſhamed to neglect an op- 


portunity of ſerving a man who is real- 
ly amiable in every reſpect, and who has 
been guilty of but one fault—a fault 
indeed of ſuch a nature that every wo- 
man ought to look upon it with deteſta- 
tion, yet as it has been ſincerely re- 
pented of, it ought to be forgiven, In 
this manner Lord Hampton and Mr, 
Selwyn, in this manner Mr, Euſton him- 
ſelf perpetually talks to me, My Lord, 
who is very nice, with regard to female 
honour, often ſays that no woman can 
be too careful, both of her perſon and cha- 

rafter : 
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racter: adding. however, that in ſome 
caſes, their behaviour may be conſtrued 
continues he, is wrong when carried 
to exceſs; and nothing can be perfectly 
right which is not agreeable to the ex- 
act medium in morality that puts every 
thing on a proper footing, Even vir- 
tue when it is ſour, ſevere, and rigidly 
< cenſures the conduct of others, be- 


comes leſs pure, and almoſt degene- 


_ * rates into vice z as the want of charity 
is certainly a very conſiderable imper- 
fection in a human creature, Charity, 
« wearetold, covers a multitude of fins, and 
« what is charity, but a readineſs to think 
« well of every perſon, to do all the good 


e can, and to forgive injuries; to 


forgive not only thoſe who have Oight- 
iy offended us, but alſo our greateſt 
rr 


17 
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If chis mode of reaſoning be a juſt 
one (and there is all the reaſon in the 
world to believe that it is a juſt one) can 
I have ſaid too much in favour of Eu- 
ſton? However I now declare that I 
will have done with this ſubject for ever, 
If, after all, you ſhould take him, in 
conſequence of being over perſuaded, 
and if he ſhould not behave well, 1 ſhall 
look upon myſelf as the cauſe of your 
- unhappineſ? I think, indeed, that as I 
have ſaid ſo much by the way of advice 
to you, I ought to take a little myſelf, 
I ought to conquer every kind of re- 
pugnance to a man whom every body, 

I find, very juſtly admires and eſteems 

a man who treats me with a conſidera- 
tion, and a tenderneſs which would moſt 
ſenſibly affect every woman except my- 
ſelf, His behaviour, added to my Lord's 
giving me no encouragement to ſup- 

pole 
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poſe that he likes me - (though there are 
too many men who will give ſuch en- 
couragement, while they have rather an 
averſion to the woman encouraged, or 
conſult only the gratification of their 
own vanity, by amuſing themſclves with 
| her) ought to determine me at once in 


his favour. —I have ſaid I will do what 


is right will ſay no more.] will en- 
deavour to do it, that I may be worthy 
of the aſſection of Mr. Selwyn, and of 
the friendſhip of my Hebe -I am often 
her weak, but I am always her ſincere, 


. P ERCY, 


LET. 
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with Miſs Perworth, notwithſtanding all 
the flattering things ſhe ſaid of me at the 
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LETTHES ULYL 
Me. Eus ron to Sir WALTER Caxty, 


Have now all imaginable realon to 
give up every hope of happineſs 


maſked ball. She' is at this very time 
receiving the addreſſes of Colonel Fane, 
who is gone down with her, and Mrs. 
Buller, to Edwards's, at Peterſnam. She 
believes, it ſeems, that Fane was the man 
who danced with her, and talked with her 
all the evening: the man whom ſhe ſo 


Here has been ſome confounded miſtake, 


at leaſt, I am afraid that I ſhall find is 
ſo, 


Vos, II. 


much admired in the dreſs of a ſultan. 
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work to pleaſe her, and Fane is like to 
reap the benefit of them. You bid me 
let her alone; telling me, that ſuch a 
is the only one to 
 defire, however, that you 
mighty eaſy it is to 
very difficult it is to 
Yet I believe 1 ſhall follow 


fon in the world—becauſe I do not 
know what to do better, I need not be 
ſo anxious, as I am now pretty ſure that 
I ſhall not live long enough to give any 
body much trouble about me, in this 
affair, or in any other, But I cannot 
ſhake off the tenderneſs I have ſo long 
felt for Miſs Petworth ; it will adhere to 
me, to my lateſt breath, My tenderneſs 
and my life muſt leave me at the ſame 


| E. Eus ro , 
2 LE IT. 


the very beſt rea- 
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LETTER Tun. 
Mr. Srl vn to Lord Haur ros. 


„ 


her engagements with me. 


While I was, during your abſence 


from home, laſt night, ſitting by her, - 
talking fondly of my approaching hap- 
mo ant png oy e 
near day, liſtened to me, I thought 
with a very complaiſant attention. 


Starting forward, on a ſudden, in her 
chair, and looking full in my face, with 
all that beautiful ſimplicity which is ſo 
natural to her, and which renders her fo 
engaging, \þ- ſaid, Don't you think, 

TE Mr. 
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« Mr. Selwyn, that a man muſt ſtand a 
chance of being infinitely happier with 
* a woman who is deeply in love with 
him, than with a woman whom he only 


<* loves without being beloved in re- 
* turn?” 


on 
underſtood the drift of her queſtion. I 
_ felt an inenpreſſible anxiety at the de- 
livery of it, at a time when I had 


. however, as ſoon as poſſible, 
and replied, I entirely differed witch her 
upon that one point; adding, that I 
believed I agreed with her upon every 
other. 1 really think,” continued I, 
288 
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and to excite a paſſion in ber boſom, 
« equal to that glowing in his own." 


« And why,” ſaid the, * cannot a 


N eſteem and aſfection diſcovered for us, 
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pier —to adopt your own words 


wich the woman he loves; as there is 


* an unutterable pleaſure in ſtriving to 
« pleaſe the object of our inclination, 


++ paſſion already excited, give you as 
much pleaſure? Gratitude for the 


* added to the certainty of being ſin- 


* cerely beloved, ſhould, 1 imagine, 


* give us fſativfattions ſuperior to the 


 * moſt animating ſenſations, occaſioned 


* by the mere hopes of gaining a heart, 
* without being aſſured of ſucceſs,” 


AA am glad you think ſo,“ » ging 
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* ly. beloved than you are by me. My 
heart is entirely at your diſpoſal ; I ad- 
% mire you almoſt to adoration, , Let 
me chen have the tranſporting plea- 
* ſure to find you perſecily ſatisfied with 
* the-lincerity of my paſſion ; and though 
no gratitude can be due where the af- 
fection is involuntary, yet let but my 
© ardent love excite the ſame tender 
ſenſations 9 
* aſk no more,” 


ver u“ cried the, as if jus 
waked from a reverie—** but when there 
is one already excited in the boſom 
+ of a moſt amiable woman, why will 
+ not that be ſufficient? Why can- 
not you be happy if your conqueſts 


* are not numerous and cxtenſive ?” 


100 
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glance, to ſee how I received them. I 
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« ] do not deſire them to be fo,” re- 


plied I. "003 andy gun 3ocy han, 
I ſhould be quite contented.” 


nounced che for lun words, with a ſide 
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ſo likely to prevent any farther converſa- 
tion of this fort, as a total careleſſneſs 
on my part, I aſſumed, immediately, a 
tranquility, which I did not by any 
means feel, and catching her hand, ea- 
ry kiſſed it: aſſuring her, at the ſame 


of any woman except her, I was now 
very certain that I never ſhould, and 
#herefore would avail myſelf of her con- 


ſenting to be mine—adding, I doubted 


nat but that her conſent would lay a 
foundation for our mutual happineſs — 
I begged her very ſtrenuouſly not to 
poſtpone it, and told her alſo, that I 
had your ſanction for what I had been 


would oblige me. 


« Does my Lord,” anforred the, 


wich a roſy bluſh, and 6 half foppreid 
ſigh, 


time, that as I had never thought ſeriouſly 
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laying; that you earneſtly wiſhed ſhe 


. 


« an increaſing deſire to promote your 
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ſigh, © earneſtly deſire to get rid of 


«© me?” 


* Not to get rid of you, my dear 
* Miſs Percy,” ſaid I. No perſon wha, 
is happy enough to engage your cam 
pany, can harbour ſuch a wiſh : but as 
« my Lord, in the enjoyment of your 
* fociety, found his eſteem increaſe for 
« you, it was natural for him to feel 


«* feliciry; and he, as. naturally, be- 
„ lieves—as well as hopes, that your 
« felicity will be permanent, when you 


are united to a man who adores you, 


* who will make it the whole ſtudy of 
„his life to heighten the „ 


rr yours,” 
dhe returned no anſwer to this ſpeech, 
for ſume moments, and I flrove to draw 
Ds the 
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termined coolneſs ; but when ſhe found 


to my intreaties, as to conſent to your 
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perhaps, wound her delicacy, to find 
find me inſenſible of the preference 


© ſhe flantered me with: it is therefore 


better for me—it is certainly more 
polite to her to ns grape 


* norant of her." 


She W 8 


that all ſhe could ſay, inſtead of produ- 
cing any change in me, only urged me 
to become more preſſing, the gave up 
the point, and, at length, yielded & far 


naming the day of my happineſs. Pray 
be ſpeedy in the nomination of /hat day, 
as you cannot but be ſenſible I wiſh for 
it with the greateſt cagerneſs ; for that 
day which is to give this amiable girl to 
my arms, who is infinitely deſirable, in 

D 6 my 
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— — day 
—— in a great meaſure, to her 
— d ber delicacy.—I prefer her a 
tunes to thoſe young women 
who, on the point of being made brides, 
betray an impatient expectation in their 
looks, and who are, indeed, very often 
more. ready to run into the arms of 
other men than into thoſs of their hu! 
g My charming Kitty will never, 
am perſuaded, be one of this ſort 
tho' at the fame time, | cannor help wiſh- 
mclination to become the wife of 
Swe, 
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who loves him, than to her whom he 
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LETTER Lyn. 
Miſs Paxcy. to Miſs PzxTworTE. 
HO I had promiſed to comply 


with Mr. Selwyn's intreaties, yet 
| hit e thu, my dear Hebe, in 


your laſt letter, ſo deeply engaged my 


attention, that 1 have ever fince been 
would be, if married to the woman 


Full of this idea I ventured to mention 
it to him yeſterday ; but I did not name 
the lady: I did not, indeed, intend to 
name her, till I had made him caper 


enough to wiſh to know who ſhe was, 
and 
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and even found him diſpoſed to give 
me up for ber. But I had no ſucceſs : 1 
could not prevail on him to think as 1 
do, upon a ſubject ſo very intereſting to 
us both, I muſt therefore, at my Lord's 
ſevering importunities, prepare for an 
event which ſeems to be inevitable ; an 
event which every body appears to de- 
lige, as well 35 Mr, Selwyn, Lord Kamp. 
Hampton, (who rarely does me the 


bongus to, trouble herſelf about me) 


preſs me. What can I do? I am exceed- 


ingiy harraſſed— wiſh you was here to 
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LETTER LIX. 
From the sAM to the SAME, 


Y dear Hebe, how much am I 
teaſed to make haſte! To in- 
duce me, to be grateful as well as com- 
plying, Mr. Selwyn has ſent me ſuch 
a box of jewels—they would dazzle the 
eyes of half the girls in town ; yet 7 
look on them quite unmoved. When 


I thanked him for them, I only ſaid, 


They are very fine, I think,” 


He replied, that he had no deſign to 
make any addition to my perſon with 
them, as that wanted no ornament to 
mined that I ſhould command every 
thing I wiſhed for, 


What 
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What can I do with ſuch a man as 


this ? He is all generoſity and greatneſs 
of mind. I hope I ſhall be capable of 


rendering myſelf deſerving of fo much 
affection. 


The ſettlement is alſo vaſtly more 
than my fortune can demand. But wilt 
money make people happy ? Will dia- 


| not make me what I ought to be 
- what I wiſh ta be, I believe, however, 
chat if I had known Mr, Selwyn before 


I came to Lord Hampton's, I ſhould - 


not have been the perverſe creature I 
now am. Ter I will ftrive—1 will force 
myſelf to look upon the man whom I 
am to marry, in the light he deſerves, 
Why will you not come, my dear Hebe, 
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and aſſiſt me in keeping ſo laudable a 
reſolution ? I want to have your fancy 
in my cloaths, ſince they mit be bought. 
You may come with ſafery ; I have not 
ſoen Mr. Euſton a long time. I aſked 
my Lord after him, the other day ; and 
he ſaid, he believed he was indiſpoſed. 


Come then, my dear, and let me tell you 
 « thouſand things which I cannot polli- 


bly write. 5 
I am, my dear, 
C. Pracr. 


LETTER IX 
Miſs PeTrworTnH to Miſs Pexcy, 
NEVER was more aſtoniſhed in my 
life, than at your telling me that 


Euſton was the perſon dreſſed like a 
ſultan, 
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ſultan. You muſt pardon me, my dear, 
for ſaying that I cannot believe you, 
However, it your intelligence ſhould be 
euthentic, I muſt think Euſton guilty of 
a great deal of inſolence by the freedom 
of his behaviour to me ; a freedom which 
naturally attracted every body's atten- 
tion. If he was known, what could peo- 
ple think when they ſaw us engaged in 
ſo familiar a manner? For my part, 1 
had not the leaſt idea of Euſton's being 


in hat dreſs, as I had before certainly 


beheld him, and ſpoke to him in ano- 
ther, Had I ſuſpected him of a deſign 
to impoſe upon me, I ſhould, you may 


be aſſured, have quitted the room: but 


there is no being ſafe from the attacks 
of men! The world muſt now imagine 
that all I have ſaid relating to my own 
conduct is falſe, and that a very good 
correſpondence is ſubſiſting berween us, 


too much of my tine and paper upon 


would have grieved me exceedingly, as 
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He will abſolutely drive me, at laſt, to 
marry, againſt my inclination, the firſt 
man of character who aſks me the que- 
ſtion, that I may ſhelter myſelf from 
any of his future inſults, But I waſte 


| Tam charmed, my dear Kitty, to hear 
of your becoming a convert to reaſon — 


Tou will — with 
Selwyn, 


I am very 920 a crates 
Mrs, Buller's name, as the mention of 
it could have been of no ſervice to her ; 
it muſt have expoſed her, and that 


I diſcovered what ſhe certainly ſtrove to 
conceal, in an accidental converſation 
with her, I have ſince told her of your 

conſent- 
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conſenting to be Mrs. Selwyn, and that 
your marriage would ſoon be ſolemniz- 


ed, She wiſhed you all the happineſs 


which you both deferve. I aſked her if 
Mr. Selwyn and ſhe were acquainted, 
She anſwered in the negative : adding, 
however, that ſhe had often ſeen him, 
and that ſhe had heard the higheſt en- 
comiums on his character and beha- 


We come to town in a day or two; 
J will then make you a viſit, and take a 
view of all your fine things; though 1 
am of opinion, Kitty, the mas will be the 
beſt jewel in your poſſeſſion. 1 hope 
you are, now, of the ſame. 


Yours aſſectionately, 


HzBpe Per worTH9, 


LET: 
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CRTALM Ln 


Miſs Pac to Miſs Prrwogru. 


WRITE this in great haſte, to let 
you know that my Lord called this 
morning on Mr. Euſton, who was very 
much out of order, and told him all 
that you mentioned concerning him, in 
your laſt letter. He replied, that it was 
his buſineſs to ſubmic to your determi- 
nation againſt him, however cruel ; and 
that he had nothing to do, but to die, as 
you remained ine xorable. 


Poor Euſton | Indeed, Hebe, you 
will repent of this, 


My Lord is going to Maple-Park for 
s few days, He looks pale, 1 think, 
and 
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and melancholy. I have queſtioned him 
very cloſely about his health, and he 
has confeſſed that not being quite well, 
he imagines a change of air, and a little 
exerciſe, may be of ſervice to him, But 
he is going alone, that is, only with ſer- 
vants ; with no wife, no friend to take 
care of him, and to perſuade him to 
take what may be neceſſary for his reco- 
very. Is itnot a ſtrange thing, that my 
Lady, who was, every body ſays, in 
lovewith him before they married, ſhould 
diſcover no concern about him ? eſpe- 
cially as he has always behaved in a very 
kind, obliging manner to her, But this 
aſtoniſhing fondneſs for play has ſwal- 
lowed up every thing, I could hardly 
refrain from tears when he owned that 
he was not well, Sceing my anxiety, he 


ſaid, preſſing my hand. You are a 


« dear, affectionate girl, Kitty,” Oh, 
+, - ww 
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Hebe, think what I felt at that moment 
my full heart was ready to burſt with 
the warmeſt expreſſions of gratitude. 
However, I ſtifled what I almoſt died 
with deſire to utter, Luckily for me, 


my Lord turned away, and left the room, 
without ſa /ing another word. 


As ſoon as he was gone, I ſat down, 
and gave a free vent to my tears. Mr, 
Selwyn, at that inſtant, came in, and 
behaved with ſo delicate a tenderncſs, 
that I could not any longer forbear al- 
lowing that he merited the moſt affec- 
tionate of all hearts, He even permit- 
ted me to grieve for my Lord ; and I. in 
return, promiſed to be his, when my 
Lord comes back, ſufficiently recovered 
to give me away, I cannot—dare not 


acquaint you with my every thought up- 
| ON 
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on this trying occaſion ; but [ am, and 
ever will be, 
yours 


C. Prager. 


LETTER LXI. 
Miſs PzetwoxTH to Miſs Percy. 


SHALL come to town to-morrow, 
with Mrs, Buller, my dear Kitty, and 


call on you in the evening, 

We are to go to Ranelagh, at the re- 
queſt of Colonel Fane, and ſhall be very 
glad to have you of the party. 


I write this that you may 122 
and am, as uſual, 
yours, bec, 
Ii Perworrn, 


RESTS TTY 


L E I. 


TH, 


To 
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LETTER Lr. 


Mits Puzcy to Miſs PETworTH. 


GREEABLY to the promiſe you 
obliged me to make, laſt night, 1 
ſend you my thoughts of Colonel Fane. 
He is handſome end well-bred, and 
if you can be content, by marrying 
lim, to drive Euſton to deſpair, I 
do not know any man who would fuit 
you better; but I fancy you don't know 
ſo much of him, as you do of Euſton, 


who had only one fault, and has fincere- 


ly repented of it, This man, on the 
other hand, may have half a hundred 
failings, and may never be in the leaſt 


concerned about any of them, 
E 


Vor. IL I have 


74 Ta HISTORY or 


I have gained Mr. Selwyn's opinion 
of Mrs Buller, by praiſing her to him, 
He fo readily echoed my encomiums 
on her, that I really believe he thinks her 
a very amiable woman, Would he 


had thought ſo before he knew me! 


But what ſignifies wiſhing ? 


Mrs. Buller behaves with a delicacy, 
and a propriety which charm me. Had 
you not told me ſo, I ſhould not have 
imagined that Mr. Selwyn was her fa- 
vourite ; ſo very decent is her behaviour, 
I wiſh I had a quarter of bey diſcrecion 
In ſhort, I almoſt wiſh I was in her 


place ; though I ſhould not, if the real- 


ly loves in vain, get a great deal by the 
change. But I will endeavour to think 
no more of what I ought entirely to for- 
get, and to devote my future ſentiments, 
as well as time, to him who will ſoon 

have 
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have a right to demand an account of 
them both. 


My ſpirits are exceedingly low at the 
thoughts of the approaching day. Oh 
Hebe—ſay ſomething to reconcile me 
to a ſituation for which I ſhall be envied 
by half the women in town, 

Adieu. 


C. Paxcy.- 
In Continuation. 


I have opened my lerter to tell you 
that Mr, Euſton is dangerouſly ill of a 
fever, Mr, Selwyn, calling upon him, 
was told by the ſervant, that he has 
been confined to his bed theſe two days 
and chat he bad been extremely indiſpo- 
ſed for ſome time before, 


E 2 „ 
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he ſent to town for ſome books, that Mr. 
Euſton is much better. 


LETTER . 


Miſs Perwonrn to Miſs Pzzxcy. 


I aden realy in danger; or do you 

only tell me fo, in order to ſee what 
eſſect ſuch a piece of intelligence will 
have upon 'me? Not the eſſect which 
you inagine; or deſire, believe me, Yet 
I ſhould be glad to know'if he is actually 
well or ill. | 


1 enn un Buller Set you mf 


about Mr. Selwy#'s pruiling her. She 
made no anſwer, We are not either of 
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with ourſelves. You muſt not, thene- 
fore, expect me to aſſiſt at your wed- 
ding. I am as much out of ſpirits as 
you can poſſibly be; but with the 
greateſt ſincerity, 

Hz zz PrtTwoORTH, 


LETTER LUXVL 


Miſ Pzxcy to Miſs PerwonrTn, 


7 HO is a ſly girl now, Hebe ? How 
artful was you to get Mrs, Buller 
to call on me, on . how 
Euſton did ? 


E 3 


My 


Tou are very angry with me now, 
ſuppoſe; and are ready to call 


all your friendſhip to relieve me, My 
ou 


* 
* 
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LETTER DXVIL 


Miſs PzTworTn to Miſs Pzzcv. 


* 
* conſidered you, Kitty; 1 

do not know whether you deſerve 
my conſideration or not: but I will be 
with you, if nothing particular happens, 
on Saturday morning early ; on no ac- 
count can I come on Friday evening. 
Lady Hampton will behave very ſtrange- 
ly, indeed, if ſhe docs not appear to 
ſuperintend upon ſuch an occaſion, If 
your guardian's wife does not counte» 
nance you upon ſuch an occaſion, her 
behaviour will be very unaccountable, 
Surely ſhe will be with you, Mrs, 
Buller begs to be excuſed ; ſhe ſays, 
however, ay" 
vw # 


F 
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wards. Tell me now, ſeriouſly, Kitty, is 


Euſton really out of danger ?—tho' I will 
not marry him, I would not have tum 
die, I have not leiſure to add any 
more; but I am 
dear Kitty's ever faithful friend, 
Hips Pxrwonrn, 


LETTER ILXVUI. 
Miſs Pzzxcy to Miſs Perwor TH, 


Friday afternoon. 
Lady Hampton came home, be- 
tween two or three this morning, ex- 
tremely indiſpoſcd, and her diſorder has 
been increaſing ever ſince, The doctor 
Es he 
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illneſs. What can induce him to be 
concerned on Lady Hampton's account? 
But I am fo fluttered, I can hardly hold 
my pen. Þ with you would come wo 


me, and ſtay with me a little. You 


cannot , certainly, think, Hebe, my be- 


women, except ſervants, right. Lady 


Hampton, it is true, ſeldom ſent for 


me; ſhe only appeared at. dinner. — 
— Gmerimes at ſupper—yet her name was 


ſufficient to countenance my living in 


himſelf, has ſeen her but twice I aſlin 
dear Hebe, to your ever 


C. ERCY, 


K 6 LET- 
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LETTER LXIX. - 


Miſs PzTworTn to Mrs. Butzs, 


J Fond poor Kiny, and indeed al 

the family, as the deſcribed them, 
very much agitated, tho* | 
rently fo. very diffe. 
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obliging terms for my affectionate beha- 
viour to my young friend. —** She ſtands 
« greatly in need of your aſſiſtance, at 
« preſent,” added he. 


Mr. Selwyn is a mighty well-bred 
man, but he is juſt now not a little em- 
barraſſed. He aſked me, however, of 
you, while Kitty looked firſt at my Lord, 
and then at him, She preſſes my hand 
twenty times a day, as ſhe fits by me, 
and thanks me for coming to be with 
her, I do not, indeed, ſee when I ſhall be 
able to return to you, my dear Mrs, Bul- 
ler; for 1 really believe that Lady 
Hampton cannot recover. Miſs Percy's 
marriage muſt neceſſarily be paſtponed, 
and ſhe begs I would not leave her alone 
among all the men. Tis not, I confeſs, 
proper for her to be left without a fe- 
male friend, as the is now ſituated, 


I can 
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T can eaſily account for Mr. Selwyn's 
being diſturbed ar the poſtponing of his 
marriage, and at Kitty's being diſcon- 
delicacy—for another reaſon too—Burt 
why ſhould my Lord be fo gloomy ? He 
cannot be much grieved at parting with 
fuch a wife as my Lady has been for 
ſome years. I have heard, indeed, that 
he was not fond of the match, ar 
firſt ; that he aftually married her out of 
compaſſion, becauſe ſhe pretended to be 
dying for him ſhould not chuſe to be 
married in that way: I ſhould not like 
to have ſuch a thing ſaid of we. Yer 
why do I talk of myſelf? I muſt have a 
thouſand worſe things ſaid of. me, after 
the folly of which I have been guilty, F 
ought, therefore, to be ſilent. To fay 
wath, I have os leifure to proceed, I 


„„ it Lo ß res. ds _ 


can only add, that I am my dear Mrs. 


Buller's 
moſt obliged and affectionate 


Hips PeTworTH. 


LETTER LXX. 
From the sau to the SAME. 


ber her eng 
be in very great conſternation. My Lord, 
who was with her almoſt an hour before 
the died, appears to be greatly affected: 
and Kitty, tho? ſhe ſaw her not after ſhe 
was given over, was ſo much ſhocked up- 
on the melancholy occaſion, that ſhe 


fainted away, Mr. Selwyn was extremely. 
aſlidugus 
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aſſiduous about her, but retired ſoon, 
He has not been here yet to-day. He is 
greatly chagrined, I ſuppoſe, to find his 
marriage put off ſhould have thought 
chat Kitty would be glad of it; but ſhe 
appears quite diſtreſſed: and her ſpirits 
are ſunk ſo low, that it is impoſſible for 
me to ſay or do any thing to raiſe them. 
My Lord, notwithſtanding his (appa- 
rent) concern, is politely attentive to us 
both. He tells me, that he is very ſorry 
he is indebted to ſo melancholy an event 
for the pleaſure of my ſociety, and ſays 
a thouſand kind things to Kitty, who 
ſighs, bluſhes, and looks ſo unhappy, 
yet ſo handſome at the ſame time, and 
diſcovers ſo affeftionate a regard for her 
guardian, that I do not know where it 
would end, if my Lord was as tenderly 
touched as the, to all appearance, is, 
He thinks, however, that I am ſo touch- PF, 
| 1 
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ed, or he would not take ſo much pains 
to ſet out Euſton's diſorder in the moſt 
lively colours, and dwell upon every 
particular relating to his behaviour un- 
der it. He often tells me, indeed, that 
he is better, but informy, me- alſo that 
he thinks his recovery is very doubtful ; 
that it depends entirely upon the reftorar 
tion of his mind's peace, 


666 my dear 
friend, I cannot belp fmiling at Col. 
Fane's earneſtneſs on my account ; but I 
ſhall only ſend him compliments, in re- 
turn for all he has told you concerning 
me. 


I am ever 


— 


Hzzz Prirwon ru. 


P, & My beſt reſpefts wait an my 
good Mr, Edwards, 
LE T- 
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LETTER. LXXI. 
Mr. Szuwyn to Lord Haurron. 


Yr ˙ „ 4 
my dear Hampton, makes it dif- 
ficult for me to find an opportunity to 
open my heart to you; and I cannot, 
with any propriety, do it in an abrupt 
and indigeſted manner. I have much, 
however, to ſay to you, and I think it 
better to communicate what I want to 
ſay in this way, than by a verbal diſclo- 
ſure, You will, it is probable, by this 
mode of proceeding, be neither embar- 
rafled, hurried, nor diſturbed.; as you 
may look over my thoughts at your 


leiſure, lay down my letter, if weary or 


it is moſt agreeable to you. When you 


| imagine that I am in the leaſt changed, 
| with regard to the amiable Miſs Percy—1 
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interrupted, and take it up again when 


have thoroughly conſidered the contents 
of my letter, you may, at your leiſure, 
reply to it. I ſhall ſay little to you 
upon the ſubje& which muſt, neceſſarily, 
engage your attention at preſent, You 
are now at liberty to live as you like ; 
and may, in a decent time, chuſe a lady 
for your wife, every way ſuitable to you, 
many years of felicity. As to myſelf, this 
ſudden, and melancholy event has put off 
my marriage with Miſs Percy —it ni be 
retarded for ſome time : I believe indeed, 
it will be never conſummated. Yet do not 


fill admire her: I could ſtill fondly 
love her ; but how can I rationally ex- 
pet happineſs with a woman who feels 
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not the leaſt degree of tenderneſs for 
me ; who ſecretly, rejoices at my diſap. 
pointment, and earneſtly wiſhes I would 
give her up entirely, as ſhe has long 
fixed upon another, naw at liberty to 
encourage her to hope that her affection 
may be returned? Since this is the true 
ſtate of the caſe, would you not think 
me mad to marry ſuch a woman, even 
ſuppoſing her perſon and manners to be 
thoroughly cngaging as they really are ? 
I muſt, therefore, give up all farther 
connections with Miſs Percy; at leaſt 
| Ul I Know whether there is a probabi- 
lity of her being happy with the man 
of her choice, I dare ſay that you have 
to do any thing which is not agreeable 
to her, You will neither expe&t nor 
deſire her to marry & man whom ſhe 
cannot love, but freely conſent ; & 

ing 
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being ſettled in the way moſt likely to 
contribute to her happineſs. I will not 
to ſay that I can reſign all the 
hopes I had at firſt formed, without 
much regret. Tho' I ſoon found that 
the lady's heart was pre-engaged, I 
continued to hope that time, and my 
attentions to gain it, might have ſuccecd- 
ed; eſpecially as the man whom the 
preferred, was married, ' and had no rea- 
ſon to expett a ſpeedy releaſe from his 
engagement. However, ſince the diſſo- 
lution of that engagement haꝶ unexpect- 
edly happened, her loſt hopes muſt ne- 
| ceſſarily revive, and ſhe cannot think of 
me, but with the greateſt deteſtation ; as 
| marriage with me would have for 
ever excluded any farther expectations 
of felicity with him whom ſhe would 
have chaſes, Shall I not therefore act 

wiſely, 
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wiſcly, and give the ſtrongeſt 
proof 
Percy, by reſigning her; and not only 
doing every thing in my power to 
promote an union between them? Vet! 
ſubmit this to your Lordſhip's conſide- 
ration, When you have ſufficiently re. 
flefted upon what I have ſaid, you will 
oblige me by the communication of 
your intentions, as they will in a great 


meaſure, determine the conduct of 
„ 
Joun Sexrwrys. 


LET- 
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LETTER LIXXI. 


Mi Prrwon ru to Mrs. BulLkER. 


nen 

ſure of returning back to you. My 
Lord has been very thoughtful of late, 
and his thoughts have, I imagine, turn- 
ed chiefly upon Miſs Percy, to whom he 
is particularly attentive; he is obſerv- 
ing of her, I ſhould rather ſay, He 
has watched her very cloſely for theſe 
laſt two or three days: he has ſaid 
little to her hitherto, indeed ; yet what 
he bas uttered, has been pronounced in 
accents unuſually ſoft and ſoothing : and 
they have ſo great an eſſect upon poor 
Kitty, that ſhe is almoſt loſt in looking on 
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him, and liſtening to him. She certainly, 
never will be able to think of marrying 
Selwyn, all amiable as he is, after thus. 


My Lord ſaid to her, yeſterday —ta- 
king her hand in his—* Would it not 
be agreeable to you to go for a little 
* while to Mrs. Brudenel's? I am fure 
« ſhe will be very happy to have you 
« with her; and as this houſe will te 
but a melancholy place, for ſome 
time, I ſhould think my dear Kitty, 

ROC OY: 
« ſelf juſt now,” 


Kitty ſigbed, and fimiled, and curt- 


* 


Finding 
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.. 


fied, and coloured; ſhe ſeemed loth to 
ba and yet ſeemed unable to refule him 
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Finding that ſhe could not ſpeak for 
herſelf, my Lord made an anfwer for 
her, and concluding that ſhe would go, 
faid-— * I can truſt to Mrs. Brudenel's 
* care of you,” Then turning © ave, 
« —— — 


* yerſation, Miſs Petworth, and it will 


* be a great relief co Mis Percy.” 


I thanked him for his civility, but 
declined accepting of it, you may be 


ſure, on many accounts. 


I begin no; to wonder at Kitty's lik- 
n 


| — — y plea- 


ling to her; he is the more likely, 


perhaps, to ſucceed, | will allow, the 


Vol. II. | * 40 
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a woman, that we have caprices ſome- 
times: you will undoubtedly aſcribe my 
perſiſting to refuſe a reconciliation with 
Euſton, to my capriciouſneſs, becauſe 
you ire certain that I prefer him in my 
heart to every man in the world. Do 
our friends, then, know more of our 
minds than we ourſelves do in ſuch ca- 
oe! TORO Ran, ad ws 
I near you, I ſhould moſt probably, hear 
r 5 


f 


Oh av 40s Mrs, Buller ! would 1 
had ever been as diſcreet as you are 
Very diſquieting reflections will ſome- 
times force themſelves into my mind : 
and 1 it is better that ſuch reflec- 
tions a paſſage into it. Were 
not chaſtiſed by them, 1 might be 
again committing imprudences, 


When 
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you will allow, I hope, aſtoniſhing to 
me: but ber being ſo much prepoſ- 
ſeſſed in favour of another, is (till more 
ſurpriſing, Thar ſhe diſcovered « little 
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When Miſs Percy removes to Mrs, 
Brudenel's, my good Mr. Edwards, and 


you, madam, will be again troubled with 


your moſt affectionate 
Hs PzTworTH. 


LETTER LAXIL | 


Lord HamyTox to Mr. SeLwvs, 


1 * your letter ſeveral times over, 
my dear Selwyn, before I could 


give myſelf leave to credit ſome parts 
of the contents. Your being ſo ready 


to reſign Mifs Percy muſt appear, 


1 ropug- 


woo Tus HISTORT or 

repugnance at receiving your addreſſes, 
very well remember; but as I imagined 
that it aroſe from the timidity and deli- 
cacy, of a modeſt, well-educated. girl 
upon ſuch an occaſion, I rather admired 
chan blamed her for it. *Tis certainly 
beſt, Selwyn, for young women to be 
rather too backward, than forward; but 


Þ never in the leaſt ſuppoſed that ſhe 


had any other attachment ; and ſhe muſt 
have conducted herſelf with uncom- 
mon prudence to conceal it ſo the- 
roughly. Yet I do not think bat con- 
cealment any proof of the confidence 1 
could have wiſhed her to place in me, 
And why ſhe choſe to truit you with the 
ſecret rather than me, I cannot conceive, 
Having been appointed by her father to 
take care of her, and to ſee her hap- 
pily diſpoſed of, I was, I think, a pro- 
per perſon to be truſted with ſuch a 


Use 


ſecret : 
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ſecret: and as I have never made uſe of 


the leaſt ſeverity in my behaviour to 
her, it is ſtill more ſtrange that ſhe 
ſhould not have diſcloſed it to me. If 


| the has placed her affections upon a per- 


ſon worthy of her, ſhe ſhall have all due 
encouragement. If you firmly believe 
that her heart is pre-engaged,. you are 
certainly right in reſigning her Let 
me know, therefore, my dear Selwyn, 


who the man is that has made a con- 


queſt of ſo charming a heart: there ig 
not a woman in the world, in my opi- 
nion, of a more amiable diſpoſition,.. 
Willing to execute, in the beſt manner 1 
could, the great truſt repoſed in me by 
her father ; willing alſo to ſave fo fine # 
girl from falling into the hands of a 
perſon totally undeſerving of her, I with- 


ed the more earneſtly to ſee her united 


to a man of your excellent ſentiments ; 
F 3 eipeciatiy 


n_ 
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eſpecially as I believed you were formed 


to render each other happy. Very ſorry 
am I to find myſelf diſappointed; bur 
fince it is ſo, let me hear who this for- 
tunate man is, that I may compleat her 
felicity with him, if he is worthy of 


found fo much ſatisfaction ariſing from 
ple, that 1 have little It iſure to attend 
to my own, I do not expect to be 


happier than I am at preſent, There 


is no ſituation in life of which I have 
ſo high an idea as that of a domeſtic one, 
with the woman of my choice, but as I 


never have been ſo lucky as to obtain 


ſo great a bleſſing, and as I believe that 
I am now entirely out of the way of 
ſuch a bleſſing, I muſt endeavour to 
increaſe my natural apathy to a much 
higher 


her. For my part, I have ever yet 
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higher degree, as I find ſtoiciſm, in ſome 
meaſure, neceſſary to my happineſs. I 

yours moſt ſincerely, 
HamPTon, 


LETTER LXXIV. 
Miſs Percy to Miſs PzTworTH. 


HERE are you, my dear Hebe ? 
| How much do 1 lament our fe- 
once, from every thing I love! Mrs, 
Brudenel is extremely polite, but I know 
not how to ſupport the thoughts of be- 
ing removed from the houſe in which I 
have lived ſo happily—to which I never, 
never mult return, You cannot cone 
ceive what I ſelt when you left me, what 
Fs4 I ſut- 
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I ſuffered when my Lord put me into 
Mrs. Brudenelt's coach, and bade me 
adieu, I have been here two whole days, 
and he has neither made me a viſit, nor 
ſent to enquire after me. Mr. Selwyn 
has called; he ſtaid with me ſome time. 
I was even rejoiced to ſee him, becauſe 
I thought he could tell me ſomething 
about my Lord: but he ſaid he had not 
ſeen him. To be ſure, when I began 
to reflect ſeriouſly, I recollected that my 
Lord cannot go abroad while my Lady 


lies unburied : it is ſtrange, however, 


that Mr, Selwyn ſhould not call on him, 


I fancied he did not appear pleaſed, either 


with mes or Mrs, Brudenel ; he was very 
polite to us both; but he ſeemed, I 
imagined, in a hurry to leave us, and 
glad to be gone, My ſpirits were greatly 
_ depreſſed before, and they were not at 


all raiſed by any thing Mr, Selwyn ſaid, 
l aſked 
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ſelf, and remembered, in the midſt of 
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I aſked him, ſeveral times, after my 
Lord: fo often, indeed, that he looked 


u it he thought me particularly inqui- 


ſuive. 1 was diſconcerted by his looks, 
and made the ſillieſt apology for my be- 
ing ſo, you ever heard. I am become, 
indeed, quite weak ; I never felt ſo oddly 
in my life: yet I ſtrove to recover my- 


my confuſion, to aſk after Mr. Euſton, 
He told me, that his fever had quite left 
him: but that he was too feeble and 
low-ſpirited to give his friends any hopes 
of a ſpeedy re-eſtabliſhment of his health. 


C. Pier. 
LET. 
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LETTER LXXV. 


Mr. Seiwys to Lord Hur rox. 


{| Thought, my Lord, you could not 

but be indulgent to the amiable 
Percy; but is it not aſtoniſhing, that 
| you ſhould not have diſcovered yourſelf 
to be the man ſhe loves, to be the firſt 
choice of her heart? While there was 


no probability of her marrying you, 1 


concealed this diſcovery of a prior in- 


dlination, hoping to wean her from the 
man whom ſhe could not marry, by all 
the tenderneſs which my heart felt for 
her, from my firſt knowledge of the 
ſweetneſs of her temper, the modeſty of 
her manners, and the delicacy of her 
 Entiments : and 1 began to flatter my- 

Shes | ſelf, 
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ſelf, that though I could not boaſt of 
having drawn away her affection from 
you, I ſhould be able to ſecure her 
eſteem z not without hopes, alſo, that 


her eſteem might be, by time, and a 


train of aſſiduities, ripened into love. 
While I was feeding myſelf with deluſive 
hopes, you, my Lord, unexpectedly, be- 
came at liberty to diſpoſe of your hand. 
That event neceſſarily deferred my mar- 
riage with Miſs Percy, and threw her into 
an agitation, which made me tremble 
for her happineſs : for though there was 
not an abſolute certainty of her now hav- 
ing the man whom ſhe preferred, there 
was now a poſſibility of her having him, 
and the thoughts of her being on the 
point of deſtroying all her fond expecta- 
tions, by marrying me, pained her, I 
plainly perceived, exceedingly, Could 
1 ſeg her pained, without wiſhing to re- 
4 6 eve 
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gard for her, if I do not endeavour to ren- 
der her completely happy with the man 
whom ſhe moſt tenderly loves ? Beſides, 
what felicity can I expect with a woman 
whole heart is entirely devoted to a man 
who is every way deſerving of her, and 
who cannot be inſenſible of her great 
merit ? However, till you determine 
whether you really can love Miſs Percy 
ſufficiently to make her perfectly happy, 
1 ſhall not withdraw my pretenſions. 


Waiting impatiently for an anſwer to 
this, I remain, 
your Lordſhip's moſt faithful friend, 

J. SSV. 


LET. 
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LETTER LXXViI. 


Lord Haurrox to Jon SLZWVYx, Eſq. 


told me the truth? Is it poſſible that 
you to every man? Does ſhe really - 
love me ?—Does ſhe wiſh to be mine ? 
figure, with- whoſe. delicate taſte, with 
whoſe enchanting ſimplicity of manners, 
1 was fo touched on our firſt acquain- 
tance ;. who filled my whole foul with 
an inexpreſſible tenderneſs—a tenderneſs, 
which 1 Kept down, becauſe I dared not 
to indulge it, circumſtanced as I was 
can ſhe prefer me to every other man in 
the world ? Cucumſtanced as I was, 

I dreaded 
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I dreaded the diſcovery of my feelings 


on her account, and wiſhed, therefore, 


to remove her for ever from me, by diſ- 
poſing of her: but in a manner which 
would, I thought, enſure her happineſs, 
In order to diſpoſe of her in that man- 
ner, I naturally, my Selwyn, thought of 
you, my beſt friend, with whoſe merit I 
was ſufficiently acquainted, Well am 
I now convinced that I was not miſta- 
ken; ſince you can generouſly deprive 
yourſelf of happineſs to promote the fe- 
licity of the woman you love, to promote 
| the felicity of your friend with hey—w'th 
the charming Kiny Percy, As ber gen- 


tle heart is intereſted in my favour, I can- 


not but be happy with her; and I will ven- 
ture to aſſure you that I have not ever yet 
been thoroughly ſo, Lady Hampton 
was, indeed, young and handſome, and 
ſhe was poſleſſed of a conſiderable for- 
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tune, but ſhe was not the woman 1 
ſhould have choſen: yet as I had no 
particular attachment at that time, and 
as ſhe did me the honour to take a fan- 
cy to me, I could not, with any degree 
of prudence or good-nature, flight the 
application made to me, on ber ſide; 
eſpecially, as ſhe had not diſcovered the 
unhappy propenſity, which afterwards 
rendered her by no means a deſirable 
companion. What felicity, then, muſt 
 Tenjoy with a woman of fo different a 
diſpoſition ; a woman who loves me as 
much as Lady Hampton ever could 
have loved me ; as her paſſion was mo- 
mentary, and expired ſoon after her 
marriage with me, But you, my friend, 
are not the man to whom I ſhould vent 
the effufions of my enraptured heart. 
I hould, in conſideration of that friend- 
ſhip which prompted you to make me 


10 
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ſo bleſt, ſpare you the recital of my 
tranſports. I ſhall alſo ſpare my gentle 
— —ů—— 


of her wiſhes, without throwing her wwi- 


rits into a ſtate of too much flutter, 


Let me hear from you again; there- 
fore, , with all copreniens. expedition, 
May 


7 
o 
c : 
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and Mr, Selwyn both inform me, that 
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May you ever be as happy with another 


| fair one, as you have made 


Hur rox. 


LETTER IXXVI. 


Ewan Evsron, Eſq. to 
Sin WATLTIEZI Carty, Bart. 


18 at laſt, ſo far recovered as to 


be able with my pen to thank you 
me, I have alſo had other enquiries, 
though not direct ones, Lord Hampton 


Miſs Perworth has diſcovered, in ſpite 
of all her efforts to conceal it, the great- 
eſt anxiety and diſquict on wy account, 
Thelſe gentlemen have acted like reat 


ally endangered my life, She till, in- 
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friends with regard to me; they have, 
it is true, freely condemned the indeli- 
cacy of my conduct, but they have alſo 
candidly made all reaſonable allowance 
for it, by conſidering the greatneſs of the 
” temptation ; by conſidering that no man 
ever, had a more inviting opportunity 
to try the virtue of the woman he in- 
tended to marry, That I fully intend- 
ed to marry Miſs Petworth, is ſurely be- 
yond a doubt, I have ever ſince been 
folicitous for an union with her, and her 
to the grave, Yes, Carey}, her conti. 
nued oppoſition to a reconciliation, actu- 


deed, obſtinately perſiſts in refuſing to 
ſeal my pardon ; yet as I have the ſtrong- 
eſt proofs of her preferring me to every 
other man, I will purſue her to the end 
of the world, She ſhall always have me 

nes: * 
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in her view, that ſhe may, ſhould ſhe 
be tempted to liſten to any other man, 
unavoidably behold my haggard looks, 
tottering limbs, and emaciated carcaſe. 
My melancholy appearance, if it does not 
reproach her for her cruelty, will at leaſt 
convince her, that however I have con- 


aucted myſelf towards her, I have al- 


ways loved her too ſincerely to be hap- 


| py, or even to enjoy the ſmalleſt degree 


of health, without her. Lou muſt not 


| now, therefore, expect me at your place 


this ſummer : but wherever I am, you 

may depend upon my remaining 
pour mo} chfully, 

E. Es tox, 
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Mr. SzLwys to Lord Hau ron. 


| this, to acquai — — 
ſult of my interview with Miſe Percy. 


I went pretty carly in the afternoon, 
that I might have the fairer chance of 
about 8 crowd of company. I fo 
well timed my viſit, as to meet with her 
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22 


Giting, only with Mrs, Brudenel, who, I ray 
after a little common chit-chat ex- ay 
changed berween us, made an apology 

{cif 
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on it. I will even honeſtly confeſs, that I 
vich her beautiful bluſhes, graceful at- 
S repent of what I had promiſed, and 
ſeecretiy blamed myſelf for having been 
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I then deſigned to open a converſation 
which would, I thought, naturally lead 
to the ſubject ſo very intereſting to me 
but found myſelf unable to expariate up- 


too buſy : but a moment's recollection 
convinced me that the very agitation 
by which I was affected, proceeded 
moſt probably, from my having made 
advances diſagreeable to her, and indu- 


ced me to believe, that by withdrawing 


— ————— 


Influenced by this idea, J rouſed my- 


felf trom the Plcaling lethargy into 


which 
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which. I was ſinking, and reſolved: to * 
me an opportunity to carry it into exe- W © m 
cution, by aſking, with a faint voice BW | 
and a glowing check, if I had ſcen 
you . and how you ag © 1 


I wid her, you were very well | 


„ 1 am glad of it,” plied. __ 
king an effort to recover her ſpirits, a 
little—“ I am glad my Lord is well. - 
Such a ſhock —— 
3 Waals,” 


4 My Lord,” anſwered I. * tho he wa 
* certainly concerned, could not have 
been ſo much ſhocked, as he would 
4 have ten, had he felt a tender at- 
+ tachment ta my Lady.“ 


*% Ah! 
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< Ah!” replied the poor girl; with a 
ſhort fetched ſigh, © tis a fad thing to 
* marry, where we cannot love.“ 


too far, ſhe ſtrove to recall her words, 
by addirg, in a faultering voice, I do 
not mean that my Lord had no affec- 
| * tion for my Lady, but I but I—"" 


« 1 underſtand you perſeftly, my 
dear Miſs Percy,” ſaid I, taking 
her hand in mine—* fit down, howe- 
ver and be compoſed it is upon this 
* ſubject I am come to talk with 


| 4 you. 


| She complied; tho' ſhe actually look- 
| ed, at the ſame time, frighted, and 
begged me ſtill more with her exprel- 


live 
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ſive eyes than with her filver tongue, 
to «ell her what I meant. 


I mean nothing,” ſaid I, © but to 
* bchave in a manner quite agrecable to 
wou; and I hope you will anſwer, 
* with the greateſt ſincerity, the queſ- 
* tion I am going to propoſe to you, 
« without giving yourſelf any concern 
* about my feelings. Would you not 
be glad, Miſs Percy, to find me, in 
< conſequence of ſeeing no probability 
< of making the wiſhed-for impreſſion 
upon your heart; would you not be 
* xejoiced at my relinquiſhing all pre- 
« tenſions to it?“ | 


« Mr, Selwyn,” replied ſhe, looking at 
aſtoniſhed—** Are you ſerious ?” 
4 ] am, upon my honour, madam ; it 
« you wiſh me to be fo,” 


„ That 
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« fo,” anſwered ſhe, caſting her eyes 
down, © is but a poor compliment to 
* you, Sir; but I fancy it is for your 
« intereſt, as well as mine, to be ſincere 
upon this occaſion, I will allow you 
* to have all the requiſites to pleaſe, 
* and 1 have the higheſt eſteem for you: 
yet I fear I ſhall never feel any paſ- 
* ſion except eſteem for you.“ 


am ſure then,” Miſs Percy, re. 
plied I, “ that your eſteem ought to 
Why la I ought not to proſecute 
you any longer for what it is not in 


* your power, if I may believe you, to 
'* beſtow upon me.“ 


Tou may indeed believe me, my 
dear Mr, Selwyn,” ſaid ſhe, in a kind 


of half · ſuppreſſed . 


Vol. II. 


ſpar- 
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ſimplicity manners, all that 
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which {dains every of de- 
ception, | — have 
3 knew what pains l 
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« and as I have ever ſtudied to pleaſe 
« you, tho' I have not been fortunate 
«* enough to meet with ſucceſs, I can- 
not doubt of your compaſſion in re- 
„ turn - Be aſſured therefore, dear Ma- 
dam, from hence forward, that 1 will 
" 1 coy gamer cf gon, Gn 
« your friendſhip, and a continuance of 
* that regard with which you have hi- 
therio honoured me, as long as 1 ſhall 
continue to delerve it.“ 


She bowed, and thanked me for the 
determination I had made with reſpect 
to ber ; declaring, while her cyes gliſl. 
_ ened with pleaſure, that it was exceed- 
ugly agreeable to her. 


I returned a flight anſwer, 10 thu 
pech: it required no other, and im, 
G2 heart, 
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heart, indeed, was too full to let me 
return any other: it was the laſt pang 
I felt at giving up the moſt perfect crea- 
I turned the converſation immediately, 
and ſhe entered into it with an caſe and a 
vivacity, which I had never obſerved in 
her before, and which did not at all 
tend to render me more ſatisfied with 
my reſignation. 


When I left her, ſhe thanked me a- 
gain for my obliging viſit, and deſired 
her reſpectful compliments to your 
Lordſhip. 


With what an angel will you be 
bleſt, my Lord! while - but I muſt 
baniſh, if poſſible, recollection. I muſt, 
at leaſt, only endeavour to contribute to 
the ſelicity of the moſt amiable of wo- 
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men, with the moſt valuable of my 


I am, my dear Lord, 
your ever faithful 
J. SELWYN, 


LETTER LXXIX 
Miſs Pzzxcy to Miſs PeTworTn, 


18 
in the world has happened to your 
made me the kindeſt viſit, and has 
given up all pretenſions to me, I ſhall 
not now be ſo unhappy as I have been: 
as I ſhall not now have my duty, 
and my inclination at variance, I am 
now at liberty to prefer Lord Hamp- 

G z on 
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ton to all the men in the world. Vie 
i not married, Hebe, and J am not 


In Continuation. 


He has been here—my Lord has been 
| here; he is juſt gone; he was never ſo 


we hed eelled © Sets chour e 
rences which had fallen under the no- 


tice of us both, during our abſence, I 
had the ſweet ſatisſaction to find that 


they had been as diſagreeable to him 
4s they had been to me, He told me fo, 


nud 


agreeable, he never looked half ſo hand- 


SLE, 
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and I very readily believed him. In re- 
turn, I communicated the welcome in- 
telligence I had lately received from 
Mr. Selwyn, and it met, I thought, with 
a moſt favourable reception. He ſmi- 
led with an inexpreſſible complacency 
on me, and aſked me what charm his 
friend wanted to captivate my heart ? 
I anſwered, that I ſhould ever be ready 
to allow Mr, Selwyn all the merit to 
which he was entitled, but that he had 
no attraction in my cyes. 


*1 muſt think then,” replied he, that 
* they are prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
„ another;” giving me, at the ſame time, 
Hebe, a ſcrutinizing look, which went 
to the very bottom of my heart, 


1 felt my face glow like fire—1 was 
quite abaſhed, while he held my hand and 
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to lift up my eyes for ſeveral moments. 
When I could raiſe them, I found bis 
ſtilt fixed on me, in ſo earneſt a manner, 
that they produced ſenſations in me 
which I cannot deſcribe. Beſides, 1 
trembled to ſuch a degree, leſt he ſhould 
that I believe he, out of mere pity, re- 


On his looking, at laſt, at his watch, 
I was very much ſupriſed at its being 


181827. 


fo late; and as Mrs, Brudencl was not 
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at home to pay him the compliment, I 
ventured to aſk him to ſtay. 


He really appeared loth to leave me, 
| but I could not prevail on him to give 


promiſed to ſer me again very ſoon. 
Where, indeed,“ added he, can I 
* paſs my time fo delightfully, as with 
* my amiable Miſs Percy?“ 


Only chink, Hebe, what I felt at 
hearing him talk in this way! I was 
quite intoxicated with pleaſure—1 am 
afraid, my dear good girl, that I forgor 
all your charming, diſcreet leſſons ; 1 
bs concealed from him ; I had ſuch & 

G5 Palpitu- 
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palpitation at my heart · if he did ſee it, 
he was ſo conſiderate as to ſay notiing 
to increaſe my confuſion z and he gave 
me another kind look at parting, which 
I recolleted with the higheſt pleaſure 
all the remainder of the evening. 


I now fancy I am beginning to be 
happy : yet L only entertain ſuch a con- 
jefture, as Mr. Selwyn will no longer 
aſk me to love him, and as Lord 
Hampton deſires not that I ſhould—(ar 
leaſt, I think he does not) From thenee 
ariſes the greateſt ſatiafaQtion at preſent 
enjoyed by 


your ever aſſectionate 
C. Pzrey, 


LET: 
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LETTER LXXX. 


Lord Haurron to Mr. Sar wr. 


have diſcovered, at leaſt I imagine I 
have diſc >vered, a thouſand fymptoms of 
that inclination, that flatteringinclination, 
which you mention, I cannot be miſts-. 
ken —ſhe mu love—l cannot fo far de- 
ceive myſelt—1 have ſeen the ſtrongeſt 
marks of the tender paſſion; that paſſion 
languiſhes in her eyes, trembles in her 
hand, and faulters on her tongue. 
What an exquilite ſelicity, to be loved 
by ſuch a charming creature How in- 
wlerably ſtupid was I not to fee it he- 
toe] tho' the diſcovery of it, indeed, 
G6 would 
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would have. been then to no purpoſe, 
as I had it not in my power to make a 
proper return, My diſcovery of it in- 
deed; at that time, might have been at- 
tended with the moſt diſagreeable con- 
ſequences, as 1 do not think 1 could 


have kept myſelf long within the frigid 


bounds which decency, fettered-as I was, 


demanded. To have ſeen an amiable girl 


continually before me, loving me woell 
enough to prefer me to all her admirers, 
to have ſeen that enchanting - preference 
diſcovered in every look, word, and ac- 
tion; and to have fel myſelf. not at li- 
berty to- confeſs what I ſaw, to make 


the wiſhed-for return, the return juſtly 


deſerved and oven now, Sclwyn, I muſt 
not proceed too faſt, ſhe is to delicate 
to be hurried, 1 pitied moſt ſincerely 


the agitation into. which the unexpeRted 
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relieve her; for tho' I ſaid nothing of my 
love, I could not help behaving with a 
ſoftneſs in my manner; ſufficient, I ho- 
ped, not only to be particularly agreea- 
ble, but to prepare her alſo for a more 
tender carriage. I love her too well, Sel- 
wyn, to have her ſuddenly alarmed, or 
affected even with what would, I now 
health ſhould be injured. She is alto- 
gether the right ſort of woman to make 
me happy ; I cannot be toe careful' of 
her, both on her account and on my own. 
Really, Selwyn, I never think of your 
r girl to me, 

hout being aſtoniſhed at your great- 

a of cial I am afraid I could not 
have brought myſelf to act in fo dill 
intereſted a manner, When I reflect on 
her merit, I conſider it as ineſtimable: 
whar I chiefly admire in lier, whit 1 
west 


rz4 Tut HISTORY oy 
moſteſteem, are herexceſſive modeſty, and 
the ſtrict propriety of her conduct, which 
obliged her to ſuppreſs entirely her 
ſenſations in my favour, as — 


guilty of ſome very capital indiſcretion, 
and that indiſcretion. might have plung- 
ed ber into the deepeſt miſery. What 
uncommon prudence in an innocent, 
untutored girl: a girl unacquainted with 
the ways of the world, and yet ſo artful, 
as to be abletoconceal every prepoſteſſion 
3 5*5ð—8—cn. 
her a great partiality to my opinions, a 
ready acquieſcence, with a perfect ſub- 
miſſion to what I deemed fitteſt for her; 
proceeded, I thought, entirely from her 
wliance on my care, and from a firm 
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belief that I would execute my truſt to 
the beſt of my judgment, and not from 
any fort of predilection for me. How 
amiable, how excellent is ſuch a charac- 
ter! eſpecially at a time when women 
take more unwarrantable liberties than 


proſpeRts of 
your ſincere friend, 


HamwryTon ! 


LETTER LXXXI. 


Miſs Prrwon zn to Miſs Pracr. 


T is not in my power to ſay any thing, 
to increaſe the joy you ſeem to feet 
n the getting rid of ſo eſtimable a lo- 


ver as Mr, Selwyn, The fatisfaftion 


ariſes, 1 


you feel upon this occaſion, | 
WMagine, 


56 Tus HISTORY on | 
imagine, | in a great meaſure, from your 
— 101g wh ny 
to you in his room. Indeed, Kitty, 
— — 2 
conducted this buſineſs with the 
dexterity of an experienced woman of 
by aun and have matters 
— . — ra 
= pave the way for 
— — Few of the 
wr adepts among our ſex, in the art 
love, could have contrived 
— — But I have very 
ure to expatiate upon the ſub- 
jc in queſtivn, or upon your happy 
e 
| - Edwards, and Colonel Fane, are 
all waiting for me to accompany them 
to Pcterſham ; to which place, I beg 
your next may be directed. for 
your unvariable 
Hee PE Ton. 
LK IL. 
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LETTER LXXXIL 


Mifs Pzxcy to Miſs PETworTH. 


Should be almoſt angry with you, my 
dear Hebe, were it poſſible for me 
to be angry with any body, or any thing, 
at preſent, for going out of town with- 
out calling on me firſt, eſpecially as I 
am here in a ſtrange houſe, Was this 
like my Hebe? But I am fo happy 
with my Lord; that is, I mean, in his 


 compapy—He now comes to fee me 


every day, either to drink tea with me 
in an afternoon, or to call on me in a 
morning, He ſtays with me, in amorn- 
ing, generally two or three hours ; ſome- 
ti nes he walks with me in Hyde-Park , 
ſome- 
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ſometimes goes airing with me in Mrs, 
Brudenel's coach. | 


We went to Chriſtie's, t'other day: 


order to accompany Mrs, Brudenel to 
ſome of her friends, but the entrance 
my Lord immediately determined me 


Fou 
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Tou are going out, ladies, I ſee,” 
ſaid his Lordſhip. 


« Mrs, Brudenel is going,” anſwered 
I, * and I was going with her; but 1 
| * ſhall remain where I am, now.” 


beg I may not hinder you,” ſaid 
be, taking hald of both my hands, and 
giving me one of his inexpreſſible looks; 
Tou appear ſo handſome, it will be 
* a pity to keep you at home, and to 
* hinder the world from ſeeing you 
* conſequently, of admiring you.“ 


How my face glowed, Hebe ! I look- 
ed down, I was fo aſhamed: but I was 
alſo extremely pleaſed, and was reſolved 
to ſhew my gratitude by ſtaying with 
him, at all events z, and, indeed, Mrs. 
Brudencl told me, immedinrly, thr ſh 

would 
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would very readily releaſe me from my 


promiſe, if it would be more — 
to me to remain in the place I was. 


I thanked her. 


inn rt ates 
ſtrongly denoted ſatisfaction, 1 am 
* obliged to Mrs. Brudenel for ſparing 
+ Miſs Percy.” Then turning to me, 
and taking my hand, added, © But 
* ought I not to make a conſcience of 
* your breaking your word ?” 


I place ſo much confidence in your 
* Lordſhip,” replied I, © that I do not 
believe you will ever be the cauſe of 


| , 7 nag ay thing which Ghouls net 
be done,” 


He preſſed my hand to his boſom, 
| looked upon me with the moſt aſſectio- 
nate 
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| * me the favour to accept of ſuch a 
„ trifle as a pocket-book, will you give 
me 
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nate air, and ſaid ſomething ſoftly to 


' My whole frame trembled with de- 


light. I was, indeed, afraid to lift up 
my eyes to him, while he ſat hanging 
over me, leſt they ſhould ſay too much, 


do not mean that they could have 


poſſibly expreſſed more than I felt, but 
I was fearful of diſcovering more than 
I ought, 


While I was conſidering how I ſhould 


in the ſweeteſt manner imaginable, 


Taking a little ſhagreen caſe out of 


his pocket, he ſaid, © As you have done 


— 9 ARS 
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me leave, Miſs Percy, to preſent you 
with ſomething which may be more ac- 
© ceptable to you?“ 


I took it with trembling hands— 
When I perceived, upon opening it, his 
charming picture, I thought I ſhould 
have let it drop, ſo great was my ſur- 
priſe, ſo great was my joy. I was ſo 
much ſurpriſed, and ſo much delighted, 
that I did not at firſt obſerve the picture 
. was ornamented with very fine bril- 


[ looked, as I am ſure I felt, quite 
diſconcerted. I wiſhed to ſay that the 
it was a thouſand times more va- 
luable than the frame, but I was afraid 
of ſaying more than was proper, After 
a little heſitation, I recovered myſclf 
ſufficiently to return him thanks ad- 
ding, 


FDF 
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ding, that I ſhould have conſidered his 
preſent as the moſt valuable gift in the 
world, without its magnificent decora- 
tions. oa 


He replied, «© 1 only wiſh it could 


have been rendered more worthy of 


your acceptance, by an additional 
number of jewels; but I was fo im- 


* finite eſteem and tenderneſs I feel for 
® you, that I could not, any longer, 
* reſtrain myſelf from offering you what, 
I fondly 8 
* received,” 


Imagine my ſenſations, my Hebe. 
They were beyond all deſcription ; and 
ſo, I believe, were my acknowledgments ; 
for my Lord, catching my hand, kiſſed 
it, act ually kiſſed it, and with ſuch cager- 

4 


patient to make you ſenſible of che in- 


Fu 
23 
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neſs, that though I was tranſported with 


it, I was, at the ſame time, extremely flut- 
tered by it. I was quite overcome I ne- 


ver felt myſelf fo violently agitated be. 


fore. 


He ſaw my agitation, and immediate- 
ly ſtrove to relieve me, by ſaying a thou- 


the cauſe of my ſudden diſorder to the 
heat of the room. He took up my fan, 
which I had brought down, as I was 
fall dreſſed to go out, to cool me. 


I was almoſt intoxicated with his at- 


tentions about me; yet I was abaſhed at 


firſt; but he had fo gentle, ſo inſinu- 
ating a manner of behaving, that he 
very ſoon, ſome how, made me as much 
ſatisfied with myſclf, as I had been with 


him, and I became more caſy, and more 


aſſured 


ſand ſoothing things; kindly attributing 
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aſſured than I had yet been, How ex- 
tenſive are his powers of pleaſing! Surely 
no man ever had half ſo many ! Surely 
no man has half fo much ſenſe, ſo much 
ſweetneſs of temper, ſo many graces in 
his perſon, ſo many allurements in his be- 
haviour!—But how l run on !-- You will 
think me mad— My head, indeed, has 
been fo giddy, that I forgot to tell you 
poor Mr, Selwyn is very much incdlitpoſed, 
I am really ſorry, and ſo I told my Lord, 
who goes to ſee him every day, My 
Lord allo aſked me how my charming 
friend did, and ſaid, that Mr, Euſton, 
who is got abroad again, was almoſt 
diſtracted leſt you ſhould marry Colonel 
Fane, TI replicd, that I could not tell 
what you would do; adding, that I be- 
lieved you did not know yourſeit, If 
you think, therefore, that I have given 
you a bad character, you mult acquaint 
me with your derne, by way of vindica- 

Vol, II. 1 tion, 
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tion. Be aſſured, at the ſame time, that 
you will never have a ſincerer friend than 
your affectionate 
C. Pzxcy. 


LETTER IXXXII. 
Miſs Px rwon zu to Miſs Puncv, | 


HAT a little giddy-bead are you 
grown ! a ſpoilt child, indeed, 
Miſs Percy, This Lord Hampton, I 
fee what he is about, will make one of 
the fineſt girls in the world juſt good 
for nothing ; and then he will have a 
ſecond lady who will be no better than 
his firſt, What a preſent has he made 
you! I would have given the world to 
of yours looked ; that face which never 
yet could diſguiſe a ſingle emotion felt 
by 


£3 252385; FL 


NEA 


Miss PETWORTH. 149 


by the ſincereſt of all hearts. My Lord 
muſt certainly be tranſported with you— 
No wonder poor Selwyn is fick—he has 
behaved nobly. Pray heaven ſend him a 
good wife to make him amends ; a wife 
as amiable as you, my dear, a woman 
who may be inclined to love him a little 
better than you did. 


As to Euſton's diſtraction about Co- 
lonel Fane, it is exceedingly idle ; he he 
cannot have- any thing to do with my 
marriage, and he will, by pretending 
to interfere with it, only increaſe che 
miſchief he has already done me. 


Pray let me know, when vou write 
next, more particulars relating to Mr, 
Selwyn, and you will oblige 
your affectionate 

Heee PeTwoirh, 


He LET- 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 
Miſs Pracy to Miſs PETWORTH, 


11 am now the hap- 

picſt of women] my Lord has de- 
clared that he loves me beyond expreſ- 
ſion, and that he really never loved any 
woman before. What felicity ! It was al- 


moſt too much for your poor friend, 


the little giddy- bend as you call her 1-— 
My Lord had kindly, indeed, prepared 
me for the declaration he was going 
to make, but my ſpirits were ſo much 
agitated when be did make it, that he 
blamed himſelf exceedingly for having 
been fo precipitate, He knelt at my 
feer, and kiſſed my hands, alternatcly, 
intreating 
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intreating me, at the ſame time, to par- 
don him, for the intemperate effulions 
- which his exceſſive tenderneſs had occ a- 
honed. 5 


Would you believe it, Hebe? I ſuf- 
fered him to continue in that attitude, 
without thinking of deſiring him to riie, 


fo much was I loſt in pleaſure. I look - 


ed on him, but I could not ſpeak for 
ſome moments — When I could bring 
out any words, I made as many apolo- 
gies, on my part, for a behaviour that 
had made me appear very awkward in 
my own eyes, | 


He then roſe, and ſaid ſo many ten- 
der, ſo many flattering things, that I was 
not capable of concealing, any longer, 
my ſentiments in his favour z tho indeed 
my looks had ſufficiently revealed them 

I4 3 beſore. 


— 
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before. I told him, my Hebe, I told him 
honeſtly, that he had, by the declara- 
tion of his love, given my heart a ſin- 
cere joy—in ſhort, I could not refrain 
from telling him that he was the only 
man in the world who could make me 
happy ; and that I was amply repaid, by 
the tranſports he diſcovered at finding, 
me ſo truly attached to him. He has 
now confeſſed that he admired and loved 
me from our firſt acquaintance, and that 
it was with great difficulty he ſuppreſſed 
8 paſſion, the diſcovery of which mighs 
bave hurt me, and muſt bave injured him, 
circumſtanced as he then was, 


1 as freely confeſſed, tho“ I was co- 
vered with bluſhes while I ſpoke, that I 
had ſcarely been able to forbear indulg- 
ing $00 great an aſſect ion for him, even 
when it was criminal to * 

1 
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him in that manner: but I afterwards 
checked myſelf, leſt he ſhould imagine 
me to be too forward, though, indeed, I 

am not, I never was, a forward girl, you 
know, Hebe. It is, however, a difficult 
matter for a woman to expreſs her affec- 
tion for the man ſhe loves, without being 
thought either too warm or too cool 
It is certainly moſt commendable to be 
rather too cool ; but when an amiable 
and truly eſteemed lover tenderly com- 
plains of her want of affeftion, how 
hard, how very hard, is it to aſſume an 
indifference which we do not, carnot, 
and perhaps ought not, to feel ! I may, 
indeed, have too much ſenſibility, as 
well as too little, yet I do not wiſh to 
alter my ſentiments, with regard to my 
Lord, who will never, I dare ſay, take 
an improper advantage of my tender- 
nels, 


H 4 How 
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How I long to ſce you, my dear He- 


be, to tell you a thouland things which 


I cannot poſſibly write — let me not for- 
get, however, to add, that Mr. Selwyn 
is better than he has been, but he looks 
very pale—my Lord ſaid, on my taking 
notice of his being in tolerable ſpirits, 
that he exerted himſelf on purpoſe while 
he ſtaid with me, that I might not re- 
proach myſelf with having occaſioned 
him any uneaſineſs. And yet, you dear 


« litrle charmer,” continued he, kiſſing 


my forehead, * you are really the gri- 
«* ginal cauſe of his diſtreſs,” 


I replied, that I was very much con- 
cerned about him. 


] cannot let you be concerned about 
any thing,” ſaid he — © but I hope 
« Selwyn, will do well,” 

| ] muſt 
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I muſt now, my dear Hebe, bid you 
adieu, yet not without deſiring you to 
believe me ever 


C. Per. 


P. 8. I wiſh Mr, Selwyn would quite 
forget me, and make his addreſſes to 
Mrs, Buller, who was firſt deſigned 
for him. 


LETTER LEXEXV. 
Miſs PzrworTH to-Miſs Prncy, 


T Take up my pen in the moſt viglent 
hurry, to inſiſt upon your never men- 
tioning Mrs, Buller o Mr, Sclwyn ; your 
very wiſhes almoſt took awey my 
11 5 breath; , 
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breath; I was afraid of your innocent- 


ly telling him, in the goodnefs of your 
heart, that ſhe loves him. Nothing on 
carth would be more indelicate than ſuch 
a proceeding. Were I ever fo much in 
love with a man—which however is not 
the caſe—} would die rather than le 
him know it. No-«fince the men have 
eſtabliſhed the cuſtom, unjuſt as it may 
be, of having the only right to chuſe, 


let them, let them never experience the = 


pleaſure of being choſen. I do not, I 
never did, approve of a woman's m- 
King the fit diſcovery of her inclina- 
tions, nor can 1 approve of her allow- 
ing wo many freedoms to her lover, 


What rumbers of our fex, Kary, have 
been ene merely by the goadarſs of 
thew leans, by tar not being able 6 
bras @ man Will them he is unhappy bo. 
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cauſe they will not ſuffer him to do 
every thing he pleaſes ! Men are great 
incroachers: few indeed can bear the 
leaſt indulgence. My Lord, I hope, is 
not one of thoſe who oblige a woman to 
koep them at a diſtance : yet you ought 
to be upon your guard, let him conduct 
himiclt with ever ſo muck propriety. 
Your difpoſition is ſufficient to ſeduce 
* n. and to undo your'ely; gentle. render, 
and fulceptible as vou are, beyond ex- 
prefion, you will, | know, find it the 
greateſt of ail difficulnes, not only to 
refiran him, but to prevent his per- 
ing ab. that pace n vour heart. 
There can be nothing more indicreet ; 
as 4 man, by tering a woman incapable 
of refukag him any thing, will be natu- 
rally cached to attempt every thing, [ 
was net indeed one af ine Women, vet 
* agreement 1 go to Scotland was 10 
10 vers 
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very free a proceeding, that it could not 
but induce Euſton to believe that he 
might do juſt what he pleaſed with me; 
and I ſhould imagine that ſuch a bcha- 
viour muſt always encourage the men 
to draw the ſame conſequences from it. 
I think too I may ſafely venture to affirm, 
that of the numerous girls who conſent 
to ſtep into a poſt-chaiſe upon ſuch an 
occaſion, not one in ten would ever be 
married, were it not certain that the far 
greater number are run away with more 


for their fortunes, than for their perſons 


or their accompliſhments, Men are ge- 
nerally more deeply intereſted in the for- 
mer, than the latter -c huſing their mi- 
ſtreſſes for their perſonal attractions, their 
wives for more durable charms, Hav- 
ing had a narrow eſcape myſelf, Kitty, 
let me warn you to take particular care 
of your own conduct. You are, and have 
long 


m — 1 eee tr ater, 
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long been poſſeſt of the greateſt tender- 
neſs ſor my Lord: you have an uncom- 
mon ſhare of ſenſibility: he muſt ſee, 
rand know this; and as decency will not 

permit him to marry, were he cver ſo 
ready, till Lady Hampton has been dead 
a year, you have both a conſiderable 
time to wait, My Lord will, pro- 
| bably, diſcover ſtrong ſigns of impa- 
tience; and you, I imagine, will rhink 
the time tedious, if you do not tell him 
ſo, Men, Kitty, «ſpecially men who 
know they are beloved, ſoon find it out, 
they ſoon diſcover what we moſt wiſh to 
conceal, But when, like you, my dear, 
we make a boaſt of our love, and ex- 
preis it in the warmeſt terms, what is 
go be done? Can you ſuppoſe your lo. 
ver ſhould have a preater quantity of 
reſerve than yaurlelf * or Mall you like 
him the better, of ke has Tour ſitu tion, 
belicye 


vent her itom ever being married, Re- 
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believe me, is dangerous: yet I will 
hope every thing that is fit and right,. 
from the innocence of my good, tho? 
gentleſt Kitty. Remember, however, 
that tho' a woman can never be too mild, 
too complying, after ſhe is a wife, yet 
too much condeſcenſion before may pre- 


member. this, and do not forget to be 
lalent with regard co Mrs, Buller, as you 
value the afſection of 


your 


IAI Prrwon run. 


LET. 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 


Miſs Pracr to Miſs Prrwon ru. 


1 kind one: yet were you not ra- 
ther too ſevere, and too nice, with re- 


think ſo, when I tell you Mr. Selwyn is 
really deſirous of knowing who the la- 
dy is, that has favoured him with her 
200d opinion, 


He came here yeſterday morning ; I 


happened to be alone, and expreſſed all 
the pleaſure I really felt at ſeeing him 


better, 


CUR laſt letter, my. Hebe, was a 


ſpect to Mrs. Buller? you will, I fancy, 


te 
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He replied, that he was not quite right, 
and added, that he ſhould not be fo till 
he was happy enough to meet with a 
lady to ſupply the place I had fo long 
held in his heart, wiſhing, at the ſame 
time, to have it ſupplied by her who 
had done him the honour to diſcover fo 
much partiality for him“ I am now 
©* convinced,” continued he, that a man 
is more likely to be happy with the 
__ * woman who loves him, than with her 
« whom be loves, without having his paſ- 
« ſion returned,” --He then preſſed me fo 
earneſtly to tell him who the lady in 
gueſtion was, that I hardly was able to 
refuſe him, You will, I know, chide 
me again, Hebe, and'periups add, that 
I cannot deny a man any thing , but you 
are miſtaken, I did not name Mrs, 
Buller, tho“ I hope you will give me 
leave to tell him, when 1 fee him next; 
* 
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as have promiſed to obtain her permiſ- 
fion to communicate the deſirable intel- 


ligence to him. My Lord thinks that 


my leave to inform Mr. Selwyn who the 
lady is, without her knowledge, would 


'be doing infinitely more juſtice to her, 


and certainly wound her dclicacy leſs. 


I faid, in reply, that 1 was afraid you 
would not contient, looking upon ſuch 
a permiſſion as a breach of truſt, 


He anſwered, that tho', in ge 
people could not pay too great a regard 
to the confidence repoſed in them, there 
were ſome ſituations in which a breach 
of that confidence might be pardonable, 
adding, that the preſent affair was a caſc 
in point — Mrs. Buller, indeed, ſnould 
be ignorant of Mr, Sclwyn's being 

wold 
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told He is the lady who declared pre- 
poſſeſſions in his favour, If the in- 
telligence he receives ſhould not prove 
| agreeable to him, ſhe will be till igno- 
=—_ * and conſequently not hurt by the 
communication of it. If Mr. Selwyn 
is pleaſed to hear that Mrs. Buller is the 
lady with ſuch prepoſſeſſions, ſhe will 
not only feel a ſatisfaction from not hav- 
ing been acceſſary to the information 
concerning her, but be alſo ſpared the 
anxiety ſhe muſt naturally have felt af- 
ter having made a diſcovery, on her 
ſide, while ſhe waited for the reſult of 
it, This is my Lord's opinion of the 
affair, and I am inclined to believe 
that when you have thoroughly con- 
ſidered it, you will think as he does, 
Let me know, however, your thoughts 
upon this ſubje&t—2 ſubjet which be- 
cee 
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comes very intereſting immediately, 
and you will greatly oblige 
your affectionate 
C. Percy, 


P.S. My Lord adds, that it may be 


FOSTER aTO 


LETTER LXXXVIL 


Miſs PzTworTH to Miſs Pracrv. 


IGID and ſevere as you may think 
me, Kitty, I muſt hold in deteſta- 
tion every ſpecies of deceit ; yet as I very 

ſincerely love and eſteem Mrs, Buller, 

5 and believe it almoſt impoſſible for Mr, 

s Salvyn, ſuppoſing him to be free from 
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any other engagement, not to think of her 
as I do, I will go as far as I can, in 
honour, to ſerve her, 


Soon after I received your laſt letter, 
I took an opportunity to ſay to her, 
„ with Mr. Selwyn would now think of 
ven, my dear friend, as he has given 
* up Miſs Percy.“ 


She replied, with a glowing face, and 
a deep ſigh, + Mr, Selwyn knows that I 
Vas once deſigned for him he knows 
* to0, that I have been tor ſome time 


** at liberty,” 


„Very true,” ſaid I, “ but he has 
had ſuch diſcouragement in his ad- 
* dreſſes to Miſs Percy, that he will nor, 
I fancy, attempt any lady again, if he 
is not almoſt ſure of her heart,” 

She 
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She anſwered ! He muſt never know 
« the ſituation of mine from me; he 
„will know it from no other perſon, I 


hope; from no perſons who call them- 


« ſelves my friends will he ever know it. 
I cannot bear the indelicacy of ſuch a 
* confeſſion, and beg that you will not 
mention it to me again, I am deter- 
* mined to have nothing more to ſay to 


* a man who has never entertained any 


„ thoughts of me; a man whom I 
« ſhould endeavour to forget as faſt 
n poſſible,” 


I could not, by any means whatever, 
pet any thing more out of her relating to 
him, She either gave an immediate turn 
to the converſation, or roſe up to leave 
the room, the moment I attempted to re- 
new it, Not a ſyllable more have | been 
able to draw from her upon this ſubject, 
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nor have I any thing to ſay farther con- 
cerning it. I only-wiſh, ſincerely wiſh, 
conſent ; but as that is not to be done, 
at leaſt, till ſome better method can be 
thought of to bring her and Selwyn to- 


_ © gether: beſides, there is really no time 


for it at preſent, as Mr. Edwards has 
been troubled lately with a nervous com- 
plaint, in conſequence of his ſedentary 
life, He has been ordered to Bright- 
helmſtone : Mrs, Buller goes with him, 
and I, at their requeſt, accompany them ; 
| bur I ſhall firſt come and bid adieu to 


Yours, 


Hepr PirTworTth, 


J. E I. 
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LETTER LXXXVIII, 


Miſs Pexcy to Miſs Pet wor TH, 


OUR laſt, my dear Hebe, has put 
the beſt thought in the world in- 
to my head, but I ſhall not tell you 
what it is at preſent, leſt it ſhould not 
take place : if you pleaſe, therefore, we 
will leave Mrs. Buller and Mr. Selwyn 
together, or ſeparately, as it happens. 


I am invited by Mrs, Brudenel to ac- 
company her to her houſe near Windſor, 
for the ſummer, My Lord obligingly 


deſigns to take one at Datchet, that he 
may be near us. 


I] with 
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I wiſh, my dear Hebe, you were 
not at ſo great a diſtance; I wiſh alſo 
that you would tell me wiicther you 
really intend to accept of Colonel Fane 
or not. 


Mr, Euſton has been here two or three 
times : he is very much altered by his 
illneſs, and has been adviſed to bathe 
in the ſea for his diſorder, He ſays, 
however, that nothing, he is ſure, can 
be of any ſervice to him, but your giving, 
him hopes of being one day not only 
reconciled, but united to him, 


1 plainly told him, the laſt time he 
talked to me in this ſtrain, that I actual 
ly believed you would never have him, 


« If 1 was ſure,” replicd he, © chat 
„Mis Petworth would marry Colonel 


+ Fane, 


ſo 
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« Fane, I would go abroad immediate- 
- 2” 


And, indeed, if you have any ſuch 
deſign, it is better to let him know it, 
as he will then be the ſooner out of his 
pain, *Tis rather hard upon him, Hebe, 
that you will neither let him be certain 
of one thing nor another, I wiſh you 
are not grown a great flirt; yet I am 
not willing to think the worſt, as you 
mult be ever dear to 

your 


C,Pzrxcy, 


P. S. I have profited by the long letter 
of advice you wrote; and have now 
brought myſelf to keep my Lord at a 
proper diſtance, I think he loves me 
the better for it; I am certain it makes 
him more cager, and that is no ſmall 
1 I advantage 
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advantage gained. Pray let me know 
when you will come, that I may be at 
home. Mrs. Brudenel wiſhes you would 
dine with us. 


LETTER LULXXXIX. 


Miſs PzTworTn to Miſs Pzxcy. 


Thank Mrs. Brudenel and you for 


your obliging invitation to dinner, 
but I muſt beg to be excuſed, I will, 
certainly, however, ſee you in the even- 
ing, and I hope I ſhall find you alone, 
without Mr. Euſton, at leaſt, You 


may tell him, if you pleaſe, chat as 1 


have given the Colonel ſome encourage- 
ment, I ſhall not make any change in 
my behaviour, that neither of them may 

have 


TE 
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have reaſon to think me a great flirt. 
Col. Fane, indeed, has been, and is ſtill, 
very folicitous to pleaſe me, and I have 
but one doubt to hinder me from giving 
him my hand : could that doubt be re- 
moved, I ſhould not heſitate a moment; 
and ſo you may tell Euſton, from 
your affectionate 
Huzz PzTworTHR. 
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From the sau to the SAME. 


Brighthe/mftone. 
E arrived here laſt night; Mrs. 
Buller and I in 4 poſt-chaite, 
Mr. Edwards and Colonel Fane on horle- 
back, 
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Here is a great deal of company, but 
as Mr, Edwards had wrote to ſecure a 
little houſe for us, we ſhall be right 
Joon. 


In Continuation. 


Mr. Selwyn is lodged under the ſame 
roof with us Wonderful] you will ſay ; 
eſpecially, as I told you, when I took 
leave, that our houſe was only juſt large 

enough to hold us. The caſe is, when 
Mr, Selwyn came down, all the lodg- 
ings had been previouſly taken, and he 
could not get a ſingle room, As we 
met in the town, he paid his compliments 
to we and Mrs, Buller, who looked, 
I thought, rather embarraſſed, To te- 
lieve her, I chattered away to Selwyn, and 
he among, other things, ſaid that he had 
been ſent hither by his phyſiciap, after 
having 


ut 
ea 
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having been very much weakened by a 
nervous fever, and ſtrangely diſappointed 
about his lodging. 


Mr. Edwards, who is entirely com- 
poſed of good-nature, heard what he 
ſaid, and as ſoon as he heard it, found a 
remedy, by offering to accommodate him 
with us, if the ladies would not be too 
much crowded.” T? 


I, who thought both of and for my 
dear Mrs. Buller, cried, * By no means: 
« we have no ſpare room.“ 


There, Kitty, you ſce I took it en- 
tirely upon myſelf to ſave my friend, who 
is as diſcreet as ſhe is amiable, Selwyn 
addreſſed a very clegant compliment to 
her, finding her ſilent, This giving che 

l 3 lady 
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lady ſpirits, ſhe replied, and all was as 
well as could be. 


Now, Kitty, do I moſt ſhrewdly ſu- 
ſpect that you are at the bottom of this, 
and actually ſent Selwyn hither. Look 
to it, if you have—we ſhall never for- 
give you, if you have been telling tales : 


but whatever you may have ſaid, Mr. 


Selwyn behaves with all that good ſenſe 


and good breeding which is natural to 


him; and I do not yet know whether 1 
, have not 4 mind to him myſelf, only 
” here is Colonel Fane in the way! here 
is alſo « third competitor, no leſs a man 
than a baronet, Sir William Lauder, 
who has already diſtinguiſhed me, and 
I begin to fancy he will be the favourite, 
There is ſomething inexpreſſibly ſedu- 
cing, Kitty, in a title; you thought ſo 
yourſelf, you know, my dear, when you 

preferred 
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preferred my Lord to Selwyn. I cannot 
write any longer — They ſtay for me to 
go to the rooms, ſo farewel, my Kitty, 


and believe me 
ever yours, 
Hz PzTwoORTH. 


LETTER XI. 


to the SAME, 


O, now the groupe is compleat. 
Euſton is here, In ſhort, here is 


every body, except Lord Hampton and 


From the SAME 


Miſs Percy, I ſhould not be at all ſur- 


priſed to ſee you enter the rooms, either 
married or ſingle, However, I pay lit- 
tle attention to any perſon but Sir Wil- 
liam, who is young, handſome, rich, 


uſe al him by crifling with him. By 
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at the laſt ball, and has ſolicited my 
hand for the next; I have neither grant- 
ed his requeſt, nor denied it. I have a 
mind to let Colonel Fane fee that be is 
not quite ſo ſure of me as he thinks, for 
though I have always declined his offers, 
yet as there was no getting rid of him, 
1 imagined that I might make no bad 


keeping men off you bring them on. T 
am, in fact, become, Kitty, what you 
called me in one of your letters, a down- 
reſolved to avail myſelf of it, at leaſt 
for a little while, by way of revenge for 


what I have ſuffered by man, I have 


now four admirers at my ſervice, Dear, 
good Edwards, who has been ſilently 
my lover ever ſince he became my guar- 
dian, has juſt diſcovered a paſſion, 
which has been, he tells me, hopeleſs 


from 
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from the beginning: and, indeed, I am 


very ſorry to ſay that I fear it muſt be 
ſb; there being the ſame reaſon for de- 
clining the acceptance of his hand, as 
for refuſing the reſt. Colonel Fane, as 
he is not quite ſo modeſt, ſtill expects 
ſucceſs. Euſton, while he looks at me, 
ſeems, like the rattle-ſnake, to think that 
I ſhall, by and by, drop into his mouth : 
but Sir William will ſoon convince them 
all how idle their pretenſions have been, 
as he appears to be full as vain as he is 
handſome. 


Thus, Kitty, you have a complete 
liſt of my lovers —But I was going 
haſten to a concluſion without mention» 
ing Selwyn; he has attached himſelf 
quietly to, Mrs, Buller, and troubles not 
his head who likes or diſlikes his con- 


duct, 
Is Ah, 
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Ah, Kitty, Kitty! you have been a 


friend. However, I am glad they ſeem 
in a way to be happy at laſt; and as 1 
always charged you not to blab, I can- 
not be blamed, let what will happen. I 
remain, therefore, your innocent, as well 


affectionate 


Hrn PetworTh. 


LETTER, XCll. 


Mr. Evs ros to Sir WaLTEer Carty, 


Brightbelmflone. 
Came down to this place immediatcly 
after Miſs Petworth, and found her 

in high flirtation with Sir William Lau- 

| : der, 


iy chit from the beginning! You have 
old my Lord, and my Lord has told his 
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der, though ſhe is at the ſame time fol- 
lowed by Colonel Fane, and beloved by 
Edwards. What a formidable ſet of 
rivals ! There are no farther hopes for 
me, I will ſtay, however, till ſhe has 
made her choice. I will know whom 


the really prefers, and ſincerely wiſh, 


ſince ſhe will not permit me to make her 


happy, that ſhe may fix upon one who 


is both able and ready to promote her 
felicity in every ſhape; to render her as 
truly happy as ſhe deſerves to be. I 
am not acquainted with one woman who 
has ſo much beauty and elegance; who 
has ſo chaſte a mind, and fo bright an 
vnderſtanding; for a lively, yet ſolid 
converſation, | know not any woman 
like her, Many women have envied 
her, none have equalled her. How 


great, thereſore, is my loſs! and how 


much more ſeverely is it felt by me, as 
l ; I was 
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I was myſelf the cauſe of it! Yet I may 
fill gaze on the amiable creature, till 1 
am for ever removed from her ſight ; 
while I am capable of ſeeing her, I may 
look on every thing that is lovely in a 
female form, I cannot think that any 
of her preſent followers are capable of 
making her happy. Mr. Edwards is a 
worthy character, but he is of too re- 
tired, too contemplative a turn ; Colonel 
Sir William is a finiſhed coxcomb. The 
only conſolation I receive under my 
diſappointment, is from the moral cer- 
tainty that ſhe would have been happier 
with me than with any of them, had 1 
not reckoned too much upon her favour. 
What endleſs anxiety does one fooliſh 
action ſometimes occaſion I—But 'tis in 


vain to reflet on what cannot be recal- 
led, Yet, 1 think, that if ſhe could be 
| made 
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wy made thoroughly ſcnſible of the remorſe 
| I feel for my egregious folly, and of the 
3 anguiſh I have endured, which I ſtill 
L endure, in conſequence of her cruel 
a determination never to be mine, ſhe 
* would —ſhe muſt relent ; and, with her 
of condeſcending Kindneſs, drive deſpon- 
a dence from the breaſt of 

e | your deſpairing friend, 

el E. EvsTton, 
4 | 

e 


Y LETT LES Ks 
Miſs Percy to Miſs PzTworTH, 


T 

1 | 

þ NDEED, Hebe, you are miſtaken, 
h I fit down in the greateſt hurry to 
n tell you ſo-Neicher I nor my Lord have 
- ever named Mrs, Buller to Mr, Selwyn, 
e I only took upon me, when he ſaid he 
e Was 
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was ordered to bathe, to recommend 
Brighthelmſtone, adding, that there he 
might meet with a lady ſuitable to him. 


„Do you know of ſuch a lady, Miſs 
* Percy?” replied he. Can you re- 
« commend a lady to me?“ 


« No, indeed, Mr. Selwyn,” anſwer- 
ed I; © beſides, it is ſo nice a point, that 
«4 muſt beg leave to decline it,” 


After having made me a very high 
compliment, and found he could not 
draw any. thing out of me, he left me, 
When he came again to take leave, the 
ſubje& was not renewed ; he, therefore, 
heard not a ſyllable concerning Mrs, 
Buller from me, and my Lord ſays that 
be never once mentioned her, As I am 
then quite ignorant about her, ſend 


the 


| rd „ 


man! I wiſh, very heartily, that you 
were as happy with Mr, Euſton, for not- 
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the beſt and quickeſt intelligence: no- 


thing would give me greater pleaſure 


than the hearing that Mr. Selwyn was 
in a way to be happy with ſo amiable a 
woman, a woman who was, 9 
deſigned for him. 


What a delightful ſituation is this 


Windſor, Hebe! My Lord and Mrs. 


Brudenel have carried me to ſee the ca- 
in this charming place, and the environs. 


My Lord is ever obliging, ever af- 
ſoctionate. and the moſt delightful com- 
in the world, How uncommon- 


ly fortunate am I, Hebe, in being able 


to charm ſo attractive, ſo valuable a 


withſtanding the parade you make with 
your 
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your lovers, you will find no man more 
agreeable to you in every reſpect; you 
will never, I dare fay, like any other man 
half fo well. Don't be angry, with me 
Hebe, for this; it is the truth, and you 
cannot, with ſincerity, deny it to 
22 
C. Prxcr. 


LETTER XCIv. 
Mr. Sz.wyn to Lord Hur ton. 


Brigbilelmſlone. 
J Hive fied the carlieſt opportunity 
that has offered, to write to you; 


to tell you that I look upon Miſs Percy 


as my good genius: ſhe has guided me 
to the deſtined port of happineſs, with» 
out appearing to have ſuch a deſign, 1 


un, therefore, under the greater obliga- 


tions 


3. G. FFT 8 
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vented the lady's delicacy from being 
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tions to her, as her behaviour has not only 
ſaved me from much anxiety, but pre- 


wounded upon the occaſion ; and great- 
ly wounded, I believe, it would have 
been, had ſhe in the leaſt ſuſpected my 
knowing of her partiality in my favour. 
But your Lordſhip will, probably, ima- 


gine I am writing like an enigmatiſt: 1 


will therefore explain myſelf, 


I arrived here weary and quite out of 
ſpirits : to complete my diſcontent, the 
lodgings, which had been, I thought, 
ſecured for me, were let to a family, by 
miſtake, and they at that time occupied 
them, Having no houſe to repair to, 
I went to walk on the Stein: there l, 
very fortunately, met Miſs Petworth, 
Mrs, Buller, and Mr, Edwards, who 
finding me rather diſtreſſed for a lodging, 


politely 
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politely offered me an apartment in 
their ſmall houſe. I accepted of their 


brought on an intimacy, and that inti- 
macy made me inſenſibly acquainted 
with Mrs. Buller's infinite merit. I had 
admired her perſon and manners before ; 


the former always appeared to me ſuffi- 


ciently handſome even for a ſenſuaiiſt, 
with regard to the fair ſex, and the latter 
improved upon me every hour, There 
was now a particular ſoftneſs in her be- 
haviour to we; at leaſt, I fancied ſo; and 


ſuch a behaviour to a man who had been 


lo long ſighing for reciprocal affection, 
was, you mult allow, extremely flatter- 
ing, 1, therefore, the more readily gave 


way to my growing prepoſſeſſions for this 
amiable woman, who had been, I found 


upon recolleftion, deſigned for me, but 
marr icd, „ 
| in 


offer with pleaſure, This, of courſe, 
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in her father, to Buller, while I was in 
Italy, who made her the worſt of huſ- 
bands, This I remembered to have 
heard during his life, but 1 never had 
any acquaintance with her, had never 


| ſeen her, indeed, but by mere accident, 


before I went abroad. I thought no 
more of her till I ſaw her at your houſe 
with Miſs Petworth, I then beheld her 


as a very agrecable object; but as I was 


engaged to Miss Percy at that time, I 


did not, conſequently, pay the attention 
to Mrs. Buller which ſhe merited. She 
now appears to me in a very different 
light, The charms of her temper, the 
gentleneſs of her manners, and her ten- 
der attentions, particularly captivating 
to me, as | am far from being perfettly 
in health, will, I hope, make me amends 


for the loſs of Miſs Percy, to whom I 
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very ſerviceable advice, ſhe gave me— 


Joun Szrwrx. 
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Miſs PzrworThH to Miſs Pzxcy. 


A LE goes well, Kitty, Selwyn and 
my dear Mrs, Buller, are inſepa- 
rable. He looks and behaves as if he 
really loved her, I have told her ſo 
more than once, but ſhe is ſo diſſident 
of her own merit, and fo fearful, ſhe 
lays, of being like choſe women who 
miſtake civility for love, that I almoſt 


imagine, 
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been told, indeed, by Sir William, that 
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imagine, that ſhe will not believe him 
to be ſerious, till he makes his propoſals 
to her in form—Now I take him to be 
too delicate to mention them till he is 
pretty ſure they will be entirely accepta- 
ble. Mrs. Buller thinks, ſometimes, that 
he cannot ſo ſoon have effaced your image 


from his mind ; tho' I fancy ſhe does 
her beſt endeavours to ſubſtitute her 
own in the room of it. 


We paſs our time pleaſantly enough 
here: my poor, good Edwards receives 
benefit from bathing, and his ſucceſs 
gives me as much pleaſure as if I was 
ducked myſelf every morning—1 have 


if 1 will but ſubmit to the faſhionable 
immerſion—1 ſhall riſe like a ſecond Ve- 


nus from the ocean: I do not, however, 


intend to try the experiment, not find- 


190 Tun HISTORY or 
ing any inclination to be a water- 
nymph. Selwyn ſays, women are natu- 
rally amphibious animals. I ſhall be 
glad to aſk him whether you, Kitty, or 
Mrs. Buller, is, in his eye, the moſt 
amphibious one ? But he begins to be 
ſo arch and ſaucy, that I do not care to 
meddle with him. 


As to Euſton I think he is entirely 
cured of his vivacity, he looks the very 
picture of deſpair :* yet there is no truſt- 
ing to appearances, A ſudden turn in 
his affairs may, poſſibly, render him 
more lively and ſpirited, than ever. 
This Brighthelmſtone has a wonderful 
effect upon ſome conſtitutions, I can 
aſſure you; tho I am of opinion, that 
ſelves, in general, more relieved by thcir 
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You will perhaps tell me that I have 
met with a man to ſupply the place of 
"Euſton. You are miſtaken, I will ne- 
ver have him, indeed, but why ſhould 
I marry at all? I am not good enough 
for Edwards ; I do not like Fane; and 
Sir William loves himſelf too well to 
have any affection for 

your lincere friend. 
HzeBz Prrwonrn. 


LETTER xc. 


Mr, Se.wyn to Lord HamwyrTos, 


NY 10u 6s not welte han ts mas, and 
tell me that you have paid my grate- 
ful acknowledgements to Mils Fercy, 
they will increaſe fo much that I ſhall 
fill more than a common ſheet of pa- 


per 
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| per with them. I am as happy as I 
can be with Mrs. Buller, till the cere- 
mony which is to unite us for ever has 
been performed, and it is only delayed 
by ber carneſt deſire, as ſhe apprehends 
that the recovery of my health, which has 
been within theſe few days, in a very fluc- 
ruating ſtate, may be retarded by a too 
ſpeedy departure from Brighthelmſtone. 
about me, I have diſcovered ſo many 
excellencies in her, that, all charming as 
Miſs Percy certainly is, I think it poſſi- 
ble to be extremely happy with my ami- 
ble Henrietta, She has at length, 
kindly confeſſed that ſhe always re- 
greted her being obliged to marry Mr, 
Buller, but that as I was then abroad, 
as ſhe had never been acquainted with 
me, as ſhe could not tell whether 1 
might find her agreeable, and whether 
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per with them. I am as happy as I 
can be with Mrs. Buller, till the cere- 
mony which is to unite us for ever has 
been performed, and it is only delayed 
by ber carneſt deſire, as ſhe apprehends 
that the recovery of my health, which has 
been within theſe few days, in a very fluc- 


ſpeedy departure from Brighthelmſtone. 
By her continual ſolicitude and aſſiduity 
about me, I have diſcovered ſo many 
excellencies in her, that, all charming as 
Miſs Percy certainly is, I think it poſſi- 
ble to be extremely happy with my ami- 
ble Henrietta, She has at length, 
kindly confeſſed that ſhe always re- 
greted her being obliged to marry Mr. 
Buller, but that as I was then abroad, 
as ſhe had never been acquainted with 
me, as ſhe could not tell whether 1 
might find her agrecable, and whether 1 


had 


tuating ſtate, may be retarded by a too 
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ty ſure, indeed that had I been as 


8 
, made leſs oppofition 
done, had ſhe experienced the happineſs 
of knowing me, of knowing that ſhe 
was beloved by me, 


the ſaid that a man ſtands a much fairer 
Chance of being happy with the wo- 


man who has choſen him, than with 


the woman merely of his own choice, 
I am apt to think, however—l am pret- 
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is Percy told me a fact, when 
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acquainted with Mrs. Buller, before I 
knew Miſs Percy, as I was with ber, I 
ſhould have abſolutely adored her. 


— 


I was interrupted in the middle of 
my letter, by Mrs, Buller. Running into 
the room, quite out of breath, and throw- 


ſhe exclaimed— O Mr, Selwyn! Sir 
« William Lauder has killed Mr. Eu- 
4 ſton. Where is Miſs Petworth?“ 


I flew to her, and begged her to com- 


poſe herſelf, and not to think of any 
thing to diſconcert her more—adding, 
that as ſoon as I ſaw ber better, I would 
go and cnquire after Euſton, 


% Oh! 


ing herſelf into a chair, ready to faint, 


a Xx, fs Bo ek, 


Mis PET WORTH. 195 
* Oh! do not mind me,” replied ſhe, 
% but find out poor Hebe; for I have 
„„ r 


bear.“ 


* You think then, * 
him ?” ſaid I gravely. 


Lord bleſs me! to be ſure,” an- 
fwered ſhe ; * Do you doubr it -- hut 


« pray leave me now, and go in ſearch 
of ber.“ 


1 complied with her requeſt, afrer 
having ſeen her a little recovered ; but 
ſoon returned, as I had been told that 
Miſs Petworth was gone to take an air- 
ing upon the Downs, with ſome ladies 
of her acquaintance ; I had ſtaid, how- 
ever, enough to hear an account 
- by Aye Apt occaſioned, it 
| K 2 lcems, 
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knowing that ſhe would feel the alarm- 
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ſome gentlemen who had been out up- 
on a walk, returning home, ran up to 


Sir William, and prevented farther miſ- 


chief. They alſo attended Euſton to his 
| ſent for a ſurgeon, and 
ſtaid by him till his wounds were dreſſ- 
ed, of which the ſurgeon ſaid he could 
cp a—————_— 
were taken off. | 


This intelligence I related to Mrs. Bul- 
ler, and we both imagined that Miſs 
Perworth muſt hear of it, before ſhe 
came home, but we happened to be 
under a miſtake—ſhe returned in high 
ſpirits— Mrs. Buller and I were by no 
means pleaſed to ſee her ſo elevated, 
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we had very little time to prepare her 
for it, We both, therefore, endea- 


voured to begin a kind of moralizing 


converſation, and talked of the ſudden 
changes in life from pleaſure to pain, 

from happineſs to miſery. 

Looking at us, at laſt, very earneſtly, 


ſhe ſaid, « You are mighty grave to-day, 
„good people. I cannot think what 


has happened to you ſince I was out,” 


'* You have heard nothing of the 
« duel then? ſaid I, 


* No;” replied ſhe — 2 little alarm- 
ed“ Between hom?“ 


Why we are afraid to tell you,” 
ſaid Mrs, Buller: © but you my 
4 know it, my dear Hebe, and 

The 
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The ſooner the better,“ continued 
I—* Between Sir William and Mr. Eu- 
« ſton,” 


She ſtarted, and changed colour, 
After a little pauſe, as if ſhe waited to 
hear what ſhe ſeemed to believe was too 
dreadful for either of us to pronounce, 


with a face as pale as death, and with a 


faukering voice, ſhe cried—* He is | 


dead then“ 


« No—he is not dead, Hebe,” ſaid 
Mrs, Buller, 


He is net dead,” added I; but we 
cannot tell how near he may be to 
death, as the ſurgeon has not any 


« flattering expectations of his reco- 


. 
K 4 Fetching 
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Fetching a deep ſigh, ſhe covered her 
face with her handkerchief, and ſuffer- 
ed Mrs. Buller to lead her out of the 


room ; being, I imagine, very much a- 


ſhamed to let me ſec her fo much con- 
| cerned for a man, whom ſhe ought not, 
the believes, to love, ſince the attack 


he made on her. She loves him, how- 


ever, ſincerely; and yet, if he Gould re- 
cover, it is a thouſand to one whether 
ſhe will ever marry him or not, There 
is, to be ſure, a great deal to be ſaid on 
ber ſide of the queſtion, and ſhe has 
hitherto ſhewn a very noble, a very 
commendable reſolution, in perſiſting to 
rejeft him. I took Euſton's part, in- 
deed, and would gladly have accommo- 
dated matters between them to their 
mutual ſatisfaction, but I think that the 
women, in general, are too ready to 
pardon the indelicate attempts of a lo- 
ver, 
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ver, and to excuſe numberleſs freedoms 
never to be allowed. It is to be preſumed 
that no man can be really happy with 
a licentious or a weak woman, with 
a wanton or a fooliſh wife : and it is the 
extreme indiſcretion of ſome women, who 
either inadvertently or voluntarily en- 
courage men to ſuppoſe improper li- 
berties agreeable to them. The encou- 
ragement, indeed, or the mere ſuffe- 
rance even of decent freedoms, make 
men but too apt to ſuppoſe that others, 
not to be warranted by decorum, will be 
permitted; and as many have found 
themſelves very well received after hav- 
ing behaved in a manner for which they 
But this ſubject will carry me too far 
I ſhall only add, therefore, the wo- 
man who imagines that the reformed 
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libertine makes the beſt huſband, is 
under the influence of a very falſe max- 
im. 


It is not in my power to ſend you a 
ſupplement to the above information 
about poor Euſton, whom 1 very much 
Pity, as his preſent misfortune proceeds 
from a moſt excellent turn of mind, 
which will not let him hear the woman 
whom he attempted to injure, calumni- 
ated on bis account, His noble, his diſ- 
intereſted endeavours, to extenuate his 
former indiſcretions, - at leaſt to atone 
for them, deſerve, I think, Miſs Pet- 


worth's conſideration, and ought to diſ- 


arm her reſentment againſt him, If he 
lives, 1 ſhall be ſtrongly for her marry- 
ing him. 


Pray 
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Pray try to learn the ſentiments of 
your amiable Kitty, upon this head; 
ſhe will, I am ſure, feel for her friend. 
If Euſton ſhould recover, may he till 
find her among the number of his advo- 
_ cates, as he will moſt certainly find 
your faithful 
J. SzLwrs, 


LETTER XCVI. 


Miſs PzTworTH to Miſs Percy, 


WHAT ftrange revolutions do we 
experience in our fortunes, and 


in our minds l feel myſelf at preſent 
in no deſirable ſituation, 


Poor Euſton—I ſuppoſe you have 
heard it—is dying: he was wounded in 
K 6 correct- 
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correcting the inſolence of Sir William 
Lauder, who had the moſt diſhonour- 
able intentions with regard to me—Why 
would he not forget me, after having 
rendered himſelf unworthy of my love? 
It is by perſiſting to follow me about, in 
hopes of repairing what is never to be 
repaired, that he has brought this mis- 
fortune upon himſelf, a misfortune 
which will make me completely wretch- 
ed. Would I had never known. him! 
You cannot think how much I am diſ. 
treſſed upon his account, Mrs. Buller, 
Mr, Edwards, and Mr. Selwyn, all try to 
comfort me, but 1 am quite incapable of 
receiving any conſolation, Tho' I never 
meant to marry Euſton, I never wiſhed 
he ſhould die, His death would be too 
ſevere a puniſhment for the fault which 
he, in conſequence of my folly, com- 
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mitted : a fault which he could not have 
comminted had I been diſcreet. | 


Peer Refen! what ences &» cur 
paſſions, when we do not govern them, 
make us! How muck do we both 
ſtand accuſed to ourſelves ? Pray hea- 
ven he may recover Pray heaven that 
he may, properly affefted by his ſuffer. 
ings, be cured of all his foibles, all his 
failings ! May he never think any more 
of me ! If he lives, I will no more appear 
in publick : I will ſettle in a retired part 
of the world, where I may be no longer 
in the way of being taken notice of, 
If he dies—gracious God ! give me forti- 
tude ſufficient to ſupport the | 
the aſſecting idea ! to ſupport the dread- 
ful certainty of having been the fole 
cauſe of the death — of the eternal mi- 


ler, 
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greateſt reaſon to believe, loves me be- 
yond every thing in this world. 


In Continuation. 


I could not go on, Kitty: my tears 
flowed too faſt; and even now I can 
hardly reſtrain them, while I tell vou, that 
Mr. Selwyn is juſt come from Euſton. 


The ſurgeons — for there is another 
called in ſay that his recovery is very 
doubtful, occaſioned by the violence of 
his fever, which they attribute entirely to 
the diſturbance of his mind. 


What can be done to ſet his mind at 
rſt? I have defired, I have intreated 
Mr, 


ery, perhaps, of a fellow creature, who 
once loved me—who ſtill, I have the 


8 28g FF 


= 


23 8 8 


Miss PETWORT H. 207 
Mr. Selwyn to ſay any thing from me 
which will in his opinion contribute to 
its compoſure: for tho' I think that he 
was quite in the wrong to quarrel with 
Sir William, upon my account, yet I 
ſhould be much more wrong in ſuf- 
fering him to be loſt for want of any 
conſolation in n power to adminiſter 
to him. I cannot write any more at 
preſent I am too much oppreſſed. Pi- 
ty me, my dear girl, and believe me, 

in ſpite of all my afflictions, 

yours | 
Hepz PErwon rn. 
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LETTER XCVII. 
Mr. Szuwyn to Lord Haurron. 


HIS duel has effected, at laſt, what 
might never have happened, Ithink, 
by any other occurrence. Miſs Petworth 
feels moſt ſenſibly every pang felt by 
her lover, who is inconceivably agitated 


about ber, He is in a high fever, and 


frequently delirious. He raves about 
ſwears that he ſhall die contented, if ſhe 


I acquainted her with all he ſaid con- 
cerning her. I deſcribed his ſituation 


to her, in the moſt melancholy, the moſt 


moving terms I could make uſe of, 


She appeared to be almoſt tortured to 


death 
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death at the relation I delivered. She bade 
me go and ſayany thing to him to contri- 
bute to his relief. I readily obeyed her, 
you may be ſure. I even ventured to hint 
— in the gentleſt manner, that I thought 
there were hopes of her yielding, at laſt, 
to his wiſhes, His joy was ſo great 
upon the occaſion, that he was almoſt 
frantic ; it increaſed his fever 3 and I 
have not yet forgiven myſelf for hav- 
ing mentioned what I did, before he was 
pronounced quite out of danger; I 
have not, however, told Miſs Petworth 
any thing about her lover's. increaſing 
_ in conſequence of my well-in- 

I muſt endeavour 
e 


by all che ſoothing arts in my power. 
Sir William is quite well already. 
He has been to fee Euſton; he has 
alked him pardon, and he has waited 
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on Miſs Petworth to implore her for- 
giveneſs; but ſhe would not hear of it: 


and begged that he might not be admit- 
ted. Mrs. Buller has had an infinite 
deal of trouble about her, and Mr. Ed- 
wards is exceedingly unhappy upon ber 
account, He loves her as much as 
Euſton does, and ſhe behaves in 'a man- 
ner to him which cannot but ſecure 
both his tenderneſs and eſteem. Let 1 
believe ſhe never will feel the former for 
him, Euſton is the man of her heart, 
and if he had not abuſed her confidence 
in him, they would have been uncom- 
monly in each other, If he lives, 
ſhe will have him, 1 fancy, and then 
his felicity will be inexprefible, The 
almoſt certainty of this, has thrown me 
into a croud of geflettions upon a ſub- 
ject that never engaged my attention ſo 


deeply before ; = a 


ſhe ran to the fartheſt part of the houſe, 
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the women have not fair play in their 
connections with us, and cuſtom ſtands 
our friend ſo much, that I think they 
have great reaſon to complain. For an 
inſtance now: Let us ſuppoſe that Miſs 
Petworth marries Euſton : by ſo doing 
| upon earch Supremely happy will he be, 


— — Sr So. cre 
to the man whom ſhe loves; but will 
ſhe not alſo be united to the man wh © 
attempted to injure her in the moſt un- 
watrantable manner, to the man who 
— a flur — — 
and who cor nitted groſs offences againit 


under 
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under his protection? He marries = 
woman who has been ſeverely tried, and 
found invaluable. She marries a man 
who has rendered himſelf totally un- 
worthy of ber, and of every other wo- 


man of virtue: and yet it will be right | 


in her to marry him, if ſhe ever marries 
at all, As they are indeed circum- 
 Ranced at preſent ſhe ſhould not refuſe 
bim, for he has endeavoured to ſilence, 
at the hazard of his life, the detracting 
tongues of thoſe who attempted to blaſt 
her reputation, in conſequence of her 
clopement with him, It is impoſſible 
for him to do more than he has done at 


Percy is of my opinion with regard to 
this intereſting point, Pray tell her, 
that ſhe does me great honour, and that 
I am hers, as well as yours, 
moſt ſincerely, 
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preſent, I am glad to hear that Miſs 
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LETTER KXCIX. 


Miſs PzeTworTH to Miſs Pracr. 
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lieve it poſſible, Kitty ? This amiable 
man has half reconciled me to what I 
thought I never could have been. He 
tells me, that a woman of my delicacy 
can never marry any man but Mr, Eu- 
ſton, leſt he ſhould entertain ſuſpicions 
which, tho” as falſe as they are injurious, 
may ſerve to render him extremely un- 
 happy—* By Mr. Euſton,” continued he, 
« you will always be revered, as well 
< as beloved.” 


What a man is this Edwards, my 
dear Kitty ? He is truly my guardian— 
He is my guardian angel. Twice has he 


| ſaved me from the greateſt diſtreſs, from 


ſhame, perhaps from ruin.— But I am 
unhappy Poor Euſton is not yet quite 
out of danger—my fears, at leaſt, make 
me imagine that he is not.— How 1 
doat on Edwards! Should Euſton be 

loft, 
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loſt, he would, I am afraid, expect me 
to be his, But will not what he has 
juſt ſaid prevent his encouraging any 
ſuch hopes ? Can a woman indeed, of 
any delicacy, marry one man when ſhe 
has been out all night with another? 
Gn, 1 no! it cannot be, 


Mrs, Buller, the dear, kind Mrs, Bul- 


ler, the counter-part of her deſerving 
brother, tells me that ſhe is ſure I ſhall 
be happy at laſt: but I dare not in- 
dulge fo flattering an idea. If Euſton 
dies, Kitty, I will never know love a- 
gain: I will be the ſincere, the unal- 
terable friend of Edwards, but never 
the wife of any man, This is the fined 
relolution of 


Heasz PaTworTH, 


LET. 
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Tha Es 


Mr. Sz.wys to Lord Hamerton, 


— by the fa - 
culty to be quite ſafe, But an in- 
terview between him and Miſs Petworth, 
may overſet him again : he is in ſuch 
extaſies only with the moſt diſtant hopes 
of ſeeing her, that I will not anſwer for 
the conſequences of a meeting, And 
yet he is ſo wildly impatient, that there 
will be no putting the interview off 
much longer. The lady is not in & 


much more compoſed ſtate, tho' I can 
perceive that ſhe does all ſhe can to con- 
are 
the 


ceal her emotions: emotions which 
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the more apparent, from her efforts to 
ſuppreſs them. She has declared, that 
ſhe cannot ſce him unleſs we are all pre- 
ſent, and alſo, that ſhe knows not how 
ſhe ſhall bear it. As to him, he will 


be the leaſt able co ſupport the inter- 
view—I ſhall indeed be almoſt afraid to 


bring them together, till Euſton is 
ſtronger ; and ſtronger he is not like to 
be, till he receives ſome proofs of her 
forgiveneſs, and returning love, He 
cannot yet believe that ſhe will ever ac- 
cept of him : his anxiety retards his re- 


covery. My dear Henrietta and I, af- 
| liſted by Mr. Edwards, are endeavour- 


ing to contrive to have thei married 
at the fame time with ourſelves ; their 
alarms will then be ail over, Hebe then 


need be no longer afraid of Euſton, 


| Are not you of our opinion? do you 
Vol. II. — © not 
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not think it will be infinitely better to 
remove all apprehenſions of every kind, 
and to make them happy as ſoon as 
poſſible? I wiſh your ſituation would 
permit you to come down immediately, 
with Miſs Percy. Your preſence, and 
that of your amiable companion, would 
be particularly ſerviceable, I imagine, to 
Euſton, at this critical juncture; your 
coming with ber, would certainly give 
great pleaſure to 


your ever faithful 


J. Seuwyy. 
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LETTER ci. 
Lord HaweTox to Mr. Sgtwrr. 


Sincerely congratulate Miſs Pet worth 
on Mr, Euſton's being fo well reco- 
vered, and hope ſhe will not now throw 
him back by a refuſal. At che firſt hear- 
ing this affair, I was of opinion that no 
lady ſhould encourage a man to take 
unwarrantable liberties with her: but as 
Miſs Petworth unluckily occaſioned the 
freedoms ſhe has ſo long reſented, by 
her elopement with her lover, ſhe ought 
to receive him into favour eſpecially 
as her own conduct has not been quite 
defenſible in conſequence of his atone- 
ing behaviour, ſince he offended her, 

L 2 My 
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My deareſt girl writes to the ſame ef- 
fect to her friend, and her letter accom- 


panies this. But how could you, Selwyn, 


and of that which my lovely Kitty, I 
flatter myſelf, feels for me, think of 
_ tantalizing me thus, with ſo near a view 
of your felicity , a felicity, which I muſt 
not yet hope to enjoy ? My Kitty, howe- 


ver, cruel as ſhe is in this reſpect, has 


expreſſed ſo great a deſire to be preſent 


at the marriage of her Hebe, that we 
ſhall be with you in a few days, The 


little wheedler has prevailed on me to 
wait for her, till my year of mourning 
is expired, and to come down among 
you, to be witneſs to the joys which 1 
am, for ſome time, forbidden to taſte ; 
yet ſhe will not truſt herſelf with me 
alone, No- Mrs. Brudcacl muſt be of 


the 


knowing the ſtrength of my paſſion, 
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the party, or ſhe will not come; and 
Mrs. Brudenel, who has no averſion 
to Bri/hthelmſtone, who loves my 
little Percy—(who indeed does not) 
has conſented. Do not therefore ſuffer 
Hebe to make fools of her friends : let 

her take particular care not to ſet a bad 
example to her Kitty, who is your friend 
as ſincerely as ſhe is the friend of 

your 


HIAur ron, 


P. S. I have told Kitty not to betray 
us, as I ſuppoſe Miſs Perworth does 
not ſuſpect our deſigns upon her, 


E OO 
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LETTER CI 
_ Miſs Pzxcy to Miſs PeTworTH. 


j Am exccriagly glad, my Gear Hlo- 

be, to find that Mr, Euſton is bet- 
ter, and I hope your pardon will re- 
| tore him to his former health and ſpi- 
rits. Wiſhing very much to be with 
you, I have prevailed on Lord Hamp- 
ton to let me come down, as Mrs, Bru- 
denel will be kind enough to accompa- 
ny me. I long to fee you perfectly re- 
conciled to the man who is now, every- 


body thinks, deſerving of you, and am, 
as affectionately as ever, 
your 
C. Percy, 


P. 8. As 
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P. S. As Mrs. Brudenel and Fhave a few 
preparations to make which will detain 
us in London a few days, my Lord 
bids me ſay, that he hopes to hear 
again from Mr, Selwyn. I ſhall be 
rejoiced to hear of your having con- 
- ſented to give Mr, Euſton your hand. 


LETTER CI, 


Mr. SzLwyn to Lord Hur ron. 


HEY have met—but ſuch a-meet- 
ing !—1 was under the greateſt ap- 
prehenſions for them both. 


Yeſterday morning, Mrs, Buller and 
Miſs Petworth, accompanied by Mr, 
Edwards and myſelf, _ to go to 
Euſton's lodgings, 


bs & Hebe 


y 
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Hebe got up, and fat down ſeveral 


times, before ſhe could bring herſelf to 
£0. | 

Are you ſtill offended with him, 
AI then, my dear Miſs Petworth ?“ ſaid I. 
Can you peremptorily refuſe, any lon- 
ger, to reſtore tranquility to the breaſt 
of that man who has been near loſing 
his life on your account? 


No,“ replied ſhe, riſing again— 
but I am ſo much afiected l do not 
* know how I ſhall bear to look 
* on him, I ſhudder at the very 
thoughts of what he has endured,” 


Tou have it in your power,” ſaid 
I, “ to convert all his ſuſſerings into 
„ bleſſings, by making him the only 
* reparation you can, by giving your- 
6 (elf io him for ever,” 

Oh, 
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« Oh— I cannot — I cannot” — an- 
ſwered ſhe, all in a flutter. 


« Come” — ſaid I, calmly to her, 


28 289 — 
vill ſoon be over.” 


When we came to the door of Eu- 
ſton's apartment, Mr. Edwards opened 
it. The wounded man, pale as a ghoſt, 
from the loſs of blood, and from the 
anxicty by which he had been torment- 
ed, advanced, He was going to throw 
himſelf at the feet of his Hebe, when 

I carried her to a ſfopha—Euſton and 


Mrs, Buller endeavoured to recover 
her, 
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even roſe to aſſiſt Mr. Edwards and me 
in ſtopping the blood, till the ſurgeon 
came, Her affiſtance had fuch an effet 
upon the wounded man, that it occa- 

fioned a melting tenderneſs in his eyes, 
voice, and manner, which entirely ſub- 
dued all her reſentment—In her own 


NM PETWORTH. 2 
ed, and ſhe not 
but promiſed 
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LETTER CIV. 


Mr. EvusTon to Sir WaLTer Carty. 


IS all over, Carey, and I am the 
| happieſt of mortals. In ſhort, T 
hardly know whether I am a mortal or 
not- ſeem to be raiſed far above all 
the ideas I eyer entertained of earthly 
Felicity, But poſſibly you think all 
theſe raptures ariſing from her having 
to be mine for ever—She iz mine for 
ever I am actually in poſſeſſion of the 
yeſterday, there was a little decent re- 
lactance on ber part, but my tender 
perſua- 
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perſuaſions, ſupported. by the friendly 
efforts of Mr. Edwards, Mrs. Buller, 
Mr. Selwyn, and even Lord Hampton, 
who all, moſt kindly, moſt powerfully 
pleaded for me - got the better of it. 

The dear angelic girl, overcome at laſt, 
averted her fine eyes, for a moment, 


and then gave me her hand, with a half 


 Nifled ſigh, ſaying at the ſame time, 
nm you now H. 


a 1 ſhall not be ſatified till you are 
actually mine, my adorable IHcoc.“ 
That was my anſwer, 


She then raiſed a few objections, but 


1 ſoon conquered them: every thing 


was ready for the next day, and Hel- 


 wyn, who has ſhewed himſelf a real 
friend, was united to Mrs, Buller on 
the ſame morning : they inſiſted, how- 
ever, upon our having the ceremony per- 

tormed 
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formed firſt. You may be ſure I did not 
oppoſe that motion. Hebe looked like 
an angel of light in her bridal cloaths , 
for as ſhe had no leiſure to make any pre- 
parations, ſhe was only dreſſed in a white 
worked-muſlin gown---Her only orna- 
ments were her beauty, and her inno- 
cence. She always appeared to me lovely 
beyond expreſſion, but I found her ſo 
beyond my enpectations. I found her 
as tender as ſhe is beautiful, as aſfectio- 
nate as ſhe is virtuous---Happy, howe- 
ver, as my preſent fituation is, I would, 
by no means adviſe any man to make 
an attempt upon the virtue of the wo- 
man whom he intends to marry, for 
ſeveral reaſons---But I have no time now 
to waſte in moral refleftions, and 1 am 
very certain that you are too well ac- 
quainted with my preſent mode of think- 
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ing, with regard to the behaviour 
beha 
«minute devil of my dec cn 
— t my dear friend, ti 
with as much ſincerity as ever, _ 
your faithful 
E. Eus ron. 
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